


». 10. 


sO Or- 
sught 
ourn. 
or all 


vhich 
lisap- 
1Opes. 
»f the 
€Ss to 
most 
an be 
Ss Was 
ent of 
is left 
ng at- 
; unto 
shrist, 
essity 
iS sup- 
» cer- 
rity; 
mated 
if the 
re and 
hrist’s 
1 sure 
tality. 
led to 
ony of 
se be- 
titude 
expe- 
change 
mn his 
r ever 
of the 
such a 
encou- 
where 
wn, 
1 Sa, 
ul the 
ve the 


others 
yn this 
-warn- 
ie, the 
aud be 
he day 
may be 
i. 
ich ar- 
\prove- 
and to 
useful 
finite. 
it is it, 
of dili- 
e wise 
. them 
as no- 
minds 
known 
which, 
nised if 
lise. - 


CHRISTIAN 


H 


E 


JOURNAL, 











AND 
LITERARY REGISTER. 
eis maton Gye. 
No. 11.) NOVEMBER, 1820. | (Vo. TV. 


aa 





= 





Annals of Scottish Episcopacy. By 
the Rev. Joun Skinner, 4. M. of 
Forfar. 


(Continued from page 295.) 
LETTER XX. 
BISHOP SKINNER TO DR. GASKIN. 


T wap just finished and sent off my 
last letter to Mr. Park, of the 31st of 
March, when the p.st brought me 
your favour of the 26th, the contents 
of which made me regret that I had 
not received it a day sooner, as, in 
that case, I might have been pre- 
vented from giving unnecessary trou- 
ble, where it is both my duty and my 
wish to be as little troublesome as 
possible, 

I need not, however, take up your 
time in making repeated apologies for 
thus adding more and more labour to 
the task which yeu and your col- 
leagues have so generously imposed 
upon yourselves, as, knowing that I 
represent and act for a suffering com- 
munity, you will readily excuse my 
doing all in my power to obtain as 
complete and effectual a redress of 
their grievances, as their peculiar cir- 
cumstances will admit. 

I see the force and propriety of that 
train of reasoning which you have so 
correctly detailed from the conference 
you had the honour to hold with the 
venerable Bishop Horsley, on the sub- 
ject of my last letter and representa- 
tion. I am well convinced that his 
Lordship’s views of the pure Episco- 

| character, are as just and accurate 
as his friendship to our cause has been 
hearty and uniform, ever since he was 
made acquainted with it| A mind 
bold and discerning like his Lordship’s, 
can easily distinguish between those 
spiritual powers, which a valid Epis- 
copacy necessarily implies, and that 
civil effect to these powers which a 
Voy. IV, 


temporal establishment only can grant. 
But, alas! the bulk of mankind are 
so poorly endowed with this discrimi- 
nating faculty, that they will not be 
able to perceive the distinction; so 
that where the civil effect is peremp- 
torily refused, they will be apt to sus- 


pect that the spiritual power is at 


least tacitly denied. 

It is this unhappy tendency, which 
the world daily exhibits, to confound 
things in their real natures perfectly 
distinct, that alarms our fears on the 
present occasion, and makes us enter- 
tain sach apprehensions from the pro- 
posed clause in our Repealing Bill 
absolutely incapacitating ue from of- 
ficiating in the Church of England. 

The great difficulty in attempting 
to remove the cause of these appre- 
hensions arises, as you justly observe, 
from the peculiar nature of ‘your ec- 
clesiastical constitutien. But as that 
constitntion is already so well tier 
and firmly established by statutes wel 
known to all concerned, might it not 
have been expected that no new act, 
or clause of an act, would have been 


“necessary to explain or ratify what 


has been long sufficiently understood, 
and duly observed hy those whose 
business is to provide “ne quid de« 
trimenti ecclesia capiat.” Had this 
matter been permitted to remain sub 
silentio, as was happily intended by 
the last year’s Bill, in our favour, we 
should have been perfectly easy undex 
the supposed incapacity of our Clergy 
to hold livings in the Church of Eng- 
land, because our adversaries would 
have had no new handle against us; 
and it was on this footing that the 
Archbishop himself, as we were told, 
wished the matter to rest, fully satis- 
fied that the Legislature had provided 
sufficiently already agaimst any en- 
— on the rights and priv® 
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leges of the Church of England, and 


desirous of casting no slur on our 
orders as to their spiritual effect in 
Scotland; though unrecognized by 
the law of ihe land, these orders could 


have no civil effect in England. Hap- 
py had it been for us, and for the 
cause of Scottish Episcopacy, if his 
Grace’s opinion had prevailed ; as in 
that case no suspicions could have 
been entertained of the English Bi- 
sh»ps being unfavourable to the spi- 
ritual powers of the Scottish Episcopal 
Church. And had any Scottish or- 
dained Clergyman been so ambitious 
as to aspire after a presentation to a 


living er cure of souls in England,. 


the Bishop in whose diocess the living 
or cure was situated, might very pro- 
perly have said, “1 make no doubt of 
the spiritual authority of the Scoitish 
Bishops in their own Church, but as 
the law neither of England nor of 
Scotland recognizes any such Bishops, 
their orders cannot be sustained as 
legal qualifications for institution here, 
nor have any civil effect within the 
Church of England.” 

Such an answer would have settled 
the business immediately, and would 
have prevented any further attempts 
of alike kind We are far from think- 
ing it unreasonable that the patrimony 
of the Church of England should be 
effectually secured to her own sons. 
We beg leave only to request of her 
venerable fathers that this security 
may be preserved in such a form as 
throws not even a shadow of doubt on 
the validity of our orders, nor inter- 
poses any legal obstacle to communion 
in things spiritual, between the two 
churches. 

We are well convinced that those 
worthy Prelates whom you have con- 
sulted on this tender subject, have 
paid the most friendly attention to it ; 
as a proof of which, I am happy in 
acknowledging the favourable addi- 
tien which has been suggested to the 
clause, of which you send me a copy. 
Yet the candid and equitable design 
of that addition might be evaded, (and 
often I fear would be evaded,) by our 
candidates for English orders procur- 
ing a title from some of the Clergy in 


the northern diocesses of England, and 


[No. Ike 


by their being ordained within such. 
diocessés upon this legal title. To pro- 
cure this title, and afterwards to quit 
the cure on which it was founded, tor 
a Chapel in Scotland, might, in cer- 
tain cases, he attended with trouble. 
But it is a sort of trouble which an 
enterprising young man would cheer- 
fully undergo, rather than accept of 
such orders as malice working upon 
ignorance might represent as of no 
validity. ‘To prevent such abuses, 
therefore, equally hurtful to the cause 
of Episcopacy in both parts of the 
kingdom, would be an object worthy 
of the piety, prudence, and good sense 
of the English hierarchy; and to their 
superior judgment and penetration 
must we refer the determination of 
this weighty and important matter. 
It has been suggested to me, that a 
direct application to some of their 
Lordships, particularly to the Bishops 
of Bangor and St. Davids, might be 
of great use. But, for my own part, 
I think it more prudent to commit the 
management of the business to you, 
and our other zealous friends. This 
letter, if you think proper, may be 
shown to such of the Bishops as shall 
honour you with a conference on the 
subject, or perhaps greater justice 
may be done to the contents of it by 
using your own arguments, if not by 
putting mine in a proper dress. Ina 
word, having already intrusted the 
whole of this business, (which, how- 
ever siunple in itself, seems now to 
be entangled in consequential difficul- 
ties,) to the care of our London Com- 
mittee, on whose zeal and activity we 
have the utmost reason to rely, I have 
only, in the name of all concerned, to 
entreat that you will do with us and 
for us the best that is in your power, 
and not allow our troublesome an- 
imadversions to abate your assiduity 
in our behalf, or interrupt the pro- 
gress of the main design, “ A repeal 
of the penal laws.” 

This is the principal object of our 
present solicitude, and, after the as- 
surances of support which you have 
received, and the hopes which, in con- 
sequence of these assurances, you so 
kindly cherish, we cannot but flatter 
ourselves that the present Parliament 
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will do something for us. A second 
@isappointment would undoubtedly 
make people suspect that there is still 
some ground for Government to be 
dissatished with us; and such a sus- 
picion, if we have enemies, (as who, 
or where are they that have not?) 
would certainly give them a great ad- 
vantage against. us. ‘With respect to 
the new clause in our Bill, which, 
doubtless, has excited fears of future 
harm, we have lifted up our voice 
against it, in a modest, and, [ trust, 
inoffensive manner. df we cannot be 
heard, there is no help; we must here 
submit to the will of our earthly supe- 
riors, and confide the care of the 
Church, and every faithful portion of 
it, to its Almighty Head, our Heavenly 
Sovereign, in humble expectation that 
he will “make all things work to- 
gether for good to them who” sincerely 
“love” and seek to please him. In 
name of all concerned, I have the 
honour to be, &c. 


Before this letter could have reach- 
ed Dr. Gaskin, Bishop Skinner re- 
ceived 

LETTER XXI. 
DR. GASKIN TO BISHOP SKINNER. 


Anxious to cemmunicate to you all 
the information respecting the con- 
cerns of your Church in my power, 
I embrace the earliest opportunity of 
writing to inform you, that [ have this 
morning (April the 8th) had a long 
conference with the Bishop of Bangor, 
on the subject of your Bill. His Lord- 
ship, who, you may be assured, is your 
very hearty friend, sees your hierar- 
chy in its true point of view, and is for 
having it as explicitly acknowledged 
as to its inherent spiritual power, as 
is that of the American Bishops. He 
even commissions me to assure you of 
this; so that I do hope, after all. that 
we x hall get every thing, excepting an 
allowance of your actual. ministrations 
inthe Church of England. The 
clause here enclosed was framed by 
his Lordship last year, and he in- 
tended to introduce it, in case the 
Bill had been suffered to goon. This 
is what he now recommends; and if 
it be suffered to pass, there will evi- 
dently be a clear Parliamentary re- 
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cognition of your spiritual character, 
although your ministrations are con- 
fined to the other side of the Tweed. 
If we can obtain this, it will be more 
than [ expected a few days ago. The 
Lord Advocate is unfortunately gone 
to Bath, but he will return very soon. 
I shall, immediately on his return, 
Wait upon him again, and on the sug- 
gestion of his Grace of Canterbury, 
desire him, without delay, to go m 
person to the Lord Chancellor and 
Mr. Pitt. After this, two of the Bi- 
shops have explicitly assured me, that 
they have no doubt of their being able 
te convince his Lordship of the fitness 
of granting our request. 

The Bishop of Bingor does not 
think Parliament so near its dissolu- 
tion as some people do ; and if so, we 
may still have sufficient time for our 
purpose. God, we confidently trust, 
is with us; therefore let us not be cast 
down, but humbly hope all things will 
go well. cree 

The clause mentioned in the above, 
as framed by the Bishop of Bangor, 
runs thus: “ Provided als», and be it 
hereby declared, that no person or 
persons, admitted te the order of Dea- 
eon or of Priest, by any Bishop or 
Bishops, so consecrated, shall be there. 
by enabled to exercise his or their 
respective office or «ffices, within any 
of his Majesty’s dominions, except 
Scotland aforesaid, in the manner 
herein before mentioned.” The words 
being very little varied from a similar 
clause in the act passed anno 1786, 
by which certain persons were pere 
mitted to be consecrated for the Epis. 
copal Church in-America, and which 
expressly disqnalifies all such Bishops, 
or the persons consecrated or ordained 
by them, from exercising their office 
within any part of his Majesty’s do- 
minions. And the enactment miay 
be further illustrated by what daily 
occurs in both the army and navy of 
Great-Britain, when a man, though 
duly promoted to the rank of a Gene- 
ral or of an Admiral, &c, is permitted, 
by the Commander in Chief, or Board 
of Admiralty, to exercise the furne- 

tions of his office inthe East or West. 
Indies, or in euch and such foreigs 
parts only. 
























































Yet even a clause of this restrictive 
nature was not likely to meet with 
assent, a8 appeared by 

LELTER XXII. 

DR. GASKIN TO BISHOP SKINNER. 

** London, April 22, 1790. 

“7 acknowledge receipt of your let- 
ter, dated April the 13 h, and am truly 
sorry to inform you, that your sugges- 
tion respecting tie Bishop of Bangor’s 
original clause was right. We have 
been obliged t» abandon it; and what 
are the precise terms in which the 
clause is now to be framed, Ld» not 
certainly know, though L expect to 
hear in the course of this day ur to- 
morrow. 

“ The Bishop of St. Davids is still 
anxieus for the introduction of his 
addition, dspriving our Clergy of the 
power of holding any cure or chapel 
4n Scotland. Qn this account he is 
desirous of being furnished with in- 
stances of persons being ordained by 
Engiish Bishops, in order to officiate 
in Scotland. The day befvre yester- 
day I wrote to Bishop Abernethy 
Drummond on the subject, and desired 
him to send his answer by return of 
post. You may also be able te giva 
us information of the same sort, and 
we request you will favour us with it 
without delay, 

“ Mr. Jones,of Nayland, has been in 
town, and has had a iong, interesting, 
and satistactory conference with the 
Archbishop on the subject of your 
Bill; and Mr. Stevens, having just 
left me, is gone where he will meet 
his Grace, so that the next letters you 
receive will, I trust, be brimful of 
good news, at least they will contain 
important information. You may be 
assured that we act, in your business, 
in perfect unison, and are all three 
equally zealous in pursuing the best 
means in our power, and in such a way 
as shall be most likely to secure the 
end. 

“ May God give success to our la- 
bours, and grant to every part of his 
church the blessings of peace and 
prosperity ” 

Of the same date with the fore- 
going, Bishop Skinner received infor- 
mation that the Lord Advocate for 


Annals of Scottish Episcopacy, 





[No. 11, 


Scotland, having arrived in London 
on the evening of the 13th of April, 
had, the day after, a conversation, in 
the House of Lords, with Lord Chane 
cellor Thurlow, on the Scottish Epis- 
copa! Bill, the result of which was, 
that the Chancellor would think of 
what had passed for a day or two, and 
let his Lordship know his sentiments. 
Two objections, it appeared, had arisen 
in. Lord Thurlow’s mind: the first 
was, that the Scottish Bishops derive 
their authority from the Pretender ; 
the second, that they were desirous of 
acqut ing temporal ecclesiastical j arise 
diction, by legislative sanction. The 
London Committee rejoiced to find 
these the only serious objections in this 
great man’s mind; because, say they, 
“an instant of time will now set him 
right ;” and then add, “we have writ- 
ten three letters,—t» the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, to the Bishops of Ban- 
gor and St. Davids, stating the Chan- 
cellor’s objections, and requesting 
their immediate assistance, so that, 
we trust, a few days now will deter- 
mine the event of this cause.” 


In reply to Dr. Gaskin’s letter, in- 
tiinating the Bishop’s desire to be fur. 
nished with instances of persons being 
actually ordained by English Bishops 
“in order to officiate in Scotland,” 
Bishop Skinner writes as follows:— 


LETTER XXIII. 
BISHOP SKINNER TO DR. GASKIN. 


“ Aberdeen, April 29, 1790, 

“] wish it were in my power to 
give such explicit information on this 
head as might lead to farther inquiry 
into the manifest irregularity of that 
scheme which has been productive of 
so much unhappy division among the 
Episcopalians in Scotland. 

“That within the last forty or fifty 
years a considerable number of can- 
didates for holy orders have gone from 
this country, and obtained ordination 
in England, with no other view but 
that of officiating in chapels in Seut- 
land, is a fact well known in every 
corner of this country. On what titles 
they were ordained, or whether they 
produced a call or obligation for a 
certain living from the Congregations 
which they were to serve, it is impossi- 
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ble for me tosay. But the following 
instances consist with my own know- 
ledge, and have happened since I en- 
tered into the Church. 

“In the year 1763 I was collated 
by Bishop Gerard, then Bishop of this 
diocess, to the charge of an Episcopal 
Congregation in the parish of Elion. 
A year or two after I was settled, 
two gentlemen of the neighbourhood 
wished to have a qualified Clergyman 
set up in oppssition to my ministry. 
With this view they agreed with a 
Mr. Blake, then a Presbyterian school- 
master, who preceeded to London, 
and was certainly erdained by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury of that 
day * 

“This Gentleman having found 
the encouragement inadequate in a 
country village, was speedily removed, 
by the interest of some friends, to a 
sinall Chapel in Aberdeen, where he 
nw resides ; and, if report speaks true, 
has shown himself decidedly inimical 
to our Bill. Much about the same 
time a similar attempt was made to 
oppose a brother Clergyman of mine, 
in the parish of Lonmay, in Aberdeen- 
shire, by a Mr. Bruce, who also got 
orders purp*sely in England; but from 
what Bishop I cannot say. His en- 
deavours in the country proving also 
abortive, he left his situation there 
abruptly, and now officiates in what 
is called the English Chapel of Ar- 
broath, in the county of Forfar. About 
the year 1770, a Mr. Laing, in the 
little town ot Peterhead, in the county 
of Aberdeen, was actually ordained in 
Peterhead, where Bishop Kilgour, the 
Bishop of the diocess, had his pastoral 
charge, by Dr. Trail, Bishop of Down 
and Connor, in Ireland, then travel- 
ling for his amusement. And about 
six or seven years ago, a Mr. Stephen 
was recommended by the Countess of 
Errol; and ordained by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury to succeed a Mr. Ma- 
son, whom the Countess had brought 
from England on her marriage with 
the late Lord Errol. This gentleman 
now officiates in the parish of Cruden, 
Aberdeenshire, in a Chapel opposed 


* Dr. Secker became Archbishop of 


Canterbury in April, 1768, and died in 
L768 —ewnnutigh ies “ 
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by the Scottish Episcopal Clergy- 
man.+ Oiher instances there certainly 
are of persons bemy ordained in Eng- 
land for the purpese of officiating as 
Episcopal Clergymen in Scotland. 
1 have particularized the above, be- 
cause they have occured in my own 
time, and in that part of our Church 
with which I ain more immediately 
connected. When my colleague, Bi- 
shop A. Drummond, shall have fur- 
nished you with his list, 1 hope you 
will have it in your power to satisfy 
his Lordship of St. Davids, that the 
additional clause which he has pro- 
posed may be productive of the hap 
piest consequences to the cause of 
Episcopacy in this country. With re 

gard to the progress of our main busie 
ness, though it is not very pleasant to 
lie under imputations which are owing 
entirely to ignorance, yet I feel my 

self somewhat relieved by hearing that 
the opposition of a certain great man 
is founded on objections which can 
be so very easily removed. The Scot 

tish Bishops can ail take God and a 
good conscience to witness, that their 
authority has no more connexion with 
‘the Pretender,’ than has the authority 
of the Archbishop ef Canterbury, or 
that of the Lord Chancellor himself! 
And as to their desiring aay temporal 
jurisdiction in their ecclesiastical cae 
pacity, it is what you know they have 
repeatedly and so!emly disclaimed in 


every stage of the business now in 


agitation. ' 


Bishop Abernethy Drummond hav- 
ing, about this period, been requested, 
by a gentleman belonging to the es- 
tablished Church of Scotland, to con- 
secrate a burying-greuud on his pro- 
perty: and having sent the Bishop of 
Carlisle, Dr. Douglas, a copy of the 





t It did not then occur to Bishop Skin- 
ner that Dr. Moore, in ordaining Mr. 
Stephen, required no title beyond that of 
domestic Chaplain to the Earl of Errol ; 
while it is but doing justice to Mr. Laing, 
of Peterhead, as well as to Mr. Stephen, of 
Cruden, (although both are now in the 
silent grsve,) to state that they both 
united themselves and flocks to the Scot- 
tish Episcopal Church, and entered with 
heart and hand on promoting the general 
union of Episcopalians in Scotland, as will 


be shown in the sequel, —Annakes. 
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form of consecration which he made 
use of, received from his Lordship the 
following answer :— 


LETTER XXIV. 


THE BISHOP OF CARLISLE TO BISHOP 
ABERNETHY DRUMMOND. 


“T was favoured with yours of the 
14th, enclosing your very excellent 
form of consecrating a burying-ground. 

“ Were it known among us in this 
part of the island, how liberally the 
Scottish Presbyterians think about 
their own Episcopalians, your Bil 
would meet with fewer obstructions. 

“| put lately into the hands of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, a letter 
from Dr. Campbell, of Aberdeen, in 
which he laments to me the fate of 
your last year’s application, and bears 
the strongest testimony, that the grant- 
ing the indulgence you have petition- 
ed for, will, so far from giving offence, 
be highly agreeable to those of the es- 
tablishment in Scotland. You will 
understand from your agents here 
what are the Chancellir’s objections 
to your Bill. Endeavours, | make 
no doubt, will be used by the Arch- 
bishop, and others of our Bench, to 
rectify his misapprehensions, and I 
heartily wish those endeavours may 
be effectual.” 


On receiving the information con- 
tained in this letter, Dr. Campbeli’s 
geod offices having been purely volun- 
tary, and therefore the more gratify- 
ing, Bishop Skinner waited on him, 
and, in name of the whole Bishops 
and Clergy of the Scottish Episcopal 
Church, gave the Doctor most hearty 
thanks for the friendly part which he 
had acted, in conveying to the Bishop 
of Carlisle such a favourable testimony 
in their behalf. But the testimony of 
friends was, at the time, of no avail. 
A letter from Dr. Gaskin arrived, the 
commencement of which augured 
what the sequel would be. 


LETTER XXV. 
DR. GASKIN TO BISHOP SKINNER. 
“ It is with most painful reluctance 
that I sit down to communicate to you, 
as from your London Committee, the 


contents of a letter from the Lord 
Advocate to Mr. Park, J will tran. 
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scribe the whole of it, and afterwards 
subjin some observations. 


* Sackville Street, April 30, 179, 
Dear Sir, 

“T am to blame in having been so 
long in answering your letters. But 
I wished to see the Attorney-General, 
with whom I have at last met, and 
conversed on the subject. 

“ With every wish to forward the 
cause of your clients, if I may so term 
them, we both at last concurred in the 
expediency of urging the repeal this 
Session; and, E am satisfied, on good 
grounds. It is impossible tor me to 
go again to the Chancellor, even sup- 
posing my ideas to have been different 
from those L have just new stated, un- 
less his Lordship was to send for me, 
and hint at a desire of being farther in- 
formed on the business. 

“I beg therefore that you would 
communicate to Dr. Gaskin, and the 
other gentlemen concerned in London, 
that they may intimate to their friends 
in Scotland, the inexpediency, as well 
as the impossibility, of bringing their 
case at present under the consideration 
of Parliament. I am, &c. 

“R. Dundas.” 
“To Mr. Park”? 


“You will, I presume, with us, con- 
sider this as a final damper to all our 
hopes and expectations this Session; 
and I ain persuaded, you would coun- 
sel us to say, ‘God’s will be done.’ 
One consolation, which at present we 
experience, is, that every step which 
seemed likely to promote the accom- 
plishment of our wishes, has been in- 
dustriously pursued, and nothing, Iam 
persuaded, has been done to injure 
you. Another consolation is, that at 
this instant you stand on better ground 
than at any former period. Nothing 
has. occurred which can induce you to 
entertain a doubt of success with the 
new Parliament; and very many par- 
ticulars conspire, all encouraging us 
to renew our application next winter, 
with cheerful confidence that it will 
not be renewed in vain. 

“Your church is now better known 
on this side of the Tweed than it has 
been for many years past. The spi- 
ritual character of yourself, and your 
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worthy colleagues, is most explicitly 
recognized by the Prelates of our 
Bench ; and I am persuaded they are 
mist willingly ready to lend their 
helping hand towards the accomplish- 
ment of your wishes. The business, 
however, they all agree, must be con- 
sidered as a State measure, and with- 
out the Great Officers of State no- 
thing can be done, Of their concur- 
rence next Session no doubt is to be 
entertained; and the Lord Advocate 
himself assured me, that he would 
then be in Parliament, and would 
think it his duty to bring forward your 
Bill. 

“ On such considerations as these, 
in addition to the justice of your cause, 
and the firm belief that ‘God is with 
us,’ we are not in the least dispirited, 
although, for the present, we are disap- 
pointed. 

“J hope no material injury from 
the delay will befal any part of your 
community, but that the same gracious 
Providence, which, during the period 
of along and gloomy winter, has kindly 
watched over the shepherds and your 
sheepfold, will continue to you protec- 
tion from without and grace from 
within. [I need not at this time add 
more than that, if it please God to 
continue life and health to Mr. Park, 
Mr. Stevens, and myself, until the 
time of renewing the business come 
round again, we shal! be most cheer- 
fully ready to be employed in what- 
ever way the Committee of Delegates 
of the Scottish Episcopal Church shall 
judge fit. 

“T must trouble you to communi- 
cate the substance of this letter, with 
our respectful compliments to the rest 
of the Boniuittes of Delegates; and 
be assured that I am, with inviolable 
attachment to your cause and to your- 
self, yours,” &c. 

“ London, May 3, 1790.” 


In addition to the information and 
friendly suggestions conveyed in the 
above letter, the very next post brought 
Bishop Skinner a short note from Dr. 
Gaskin, in these words :— 


“ This moment the enclosed reach- 
ed me. [It will give you some com- 
fort, and therefore I put you to the 
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expense of postage. Communicate 
its contents to.your brethren. 

“Th Bishop of St. Davids has at 
last spoken to the Chancellor, but he 
found him so extremely uninformed 
upon the business, that he says it will 
take him too much time to make him 
understand it, to give us any reason- 
able hope of success this Session. The 
Bishop says, that the Chancellor ex- 
pressed a desire to hear him further 
upon the matter in private, but begged 
he would defer the interview till the 
Spanish business is a little blown over. 

“ The Bishop designs to breakfast 
with the Chancellor on Saturday, the 
15th instant, when he will enter fully 
into the subject, and he thinks he shall 
be able so thoroughly te possess him 
with the merits of the cause as to en- 
able us to begin early in the ensuing 
Session. And, indeed, when I con- 
sider the ability of our advocate, and 
the anxieus zeal which he has dis- 
played in the cause of Scottish Episco- 
pacy, we have every thing to hes: 
The Bishop added, that hemeant also, 
a day or two before he goes to the 
Chancellor, to have half an hour’s 
conversation with Mr, Park,. that 
he may be certain he is master of 
the subject. He desired me likewise 
to say from him, by way of comfort 
to our friends in Scotland, that there 
is no doubt of their uitimate success ; 
that their cause, and their rights, as a 
sacred body, are better understood in 
England than ever; and that if the 
Bill is put off, it is not from a doubt 
of the propriety of their request, but 
to be imputed rather to the urgency 
of public affairs, which had hitherto 
prevented the Chancellor from giving 
their Bill that attention which it is 
necessary for him to do before it can 
pass into a law. 

“This is most clearly my own 
opinion of the Scottish Episcopal 
Church, which I think, (and I know 
that you agree with me,) has already 
greatly emerged, even without any 
Bill, from that obscurity in which it 
has been involved, and from that op- 
pression under which it has se long 
and so unjustly laboured. Were it 
nothing else, the countenance it has 
received from, and the zeal which has 
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been displayed by, some of the most 
learned and distinguished Prelates of 
our Bench, entitle her already te hold 
up her head, as a very distinguished 
and venerable branch of the Church 
of Christ.” 


As soon as possible after receiving 
the above friendly communications, 
Bishop Skinner acquainted the other 
Members of the Committee with their 
contents. Al! joined in regretting this 
wusinckly delay in the business en- 
trusted to their management. At the 
same time they felt no small satisfac- 
tion in reflecting, that no part ef their 
own conduct, or of the conduct of their 
highly valued friends, could be cha: ged 
as the cause of this repeated disap- 
pointment. On the 18th of August, 
this year, the Diocesan Synod of 
Aberdeen having met, the Bishop laid 
before his Clergy an account of the 
several steps which had been taken 
during the last Session of Parliament 
for obtaining the relief so ardently 
desired; when the Clergy unani- 
mously approved of the conduct of 
their Delegates, and thanked the Com- 
mittee for their zeal and assiduity, 
recommending to them at the same 
time to solicit the aid of well disposed 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, partic#- 
larly the support and countenance of 
the Right Honourable the -Earl of 
Kellie,* of whose zeal in the cause of 
Scottish Episcopacy the Clergy of this 
Church couid not but be highly sensi- 
ble. The Members of the Synod also 
erdered their Clerk to transmit an 
extract of their proceedings, signed 
by their Dean, to the Deans of the 
other Diocesses of the Church, to be 
by them laid before their brethren of 
the priesthood, for their consideration 
and concurrence. In consequence of 





* Archibald Erskin, the seventh Earl 
ef Kellie, who died in the 62d year of his 
age, anno 1797. A nobleman, of whom, in 
a short Memoir of his life, it is justly said, 
that “ being himself a member of the Scot- 
tish Episcopal Church, and having long 
regretted the restraints which were laid 
wpon her worship, it was chiefly owing to 
his unwearied exertions, that, in 1792, 
those restraints were removed by Act of 
Parliament” See “@ Short Account of 


Lord Kellie’s Life end Opinions,” by Br. 
Gleic, of Stirling. 
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this resuiution, the Church was unani- 
mous in expressing the ull contidence 
which it continued to have in the Com- 
mittee of Delegates, cordially thank- 
ing them for past exertions, and re- 
questing thein to continue te use their 
best endeavours in forwarding the in- 
portant trust to which they were ap- 
pointed, 
( To be continued.) 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
Bishops, Clergy, and Lavty vf the 
Protestant Episcopai Church in the 
United States of America, in a 
General Convention held m St. 
James’s Church, in the City of Phi- 
ladelphia, from the 16th to the 24th 
of May, mclusive, A. D. 1820. 

(Continued from page 307, and concluded.) 

New-Jersey. 

Tue state oi the Church, in the di- 
ocess of New-Jersey, throuzh the Di- 
vine goodness, still continues, however 
slowly, to improve. 

Though there has been but one ad- 
dition to the number of congreg:tions 
since the last report (the church at 
Paterson), yet there fas been an in- 
crease of members and of communi- 
cants in several. More clergymen 
now belong to the diocess, and possess 
cures, than at any formor period. The 
Churches, with scarcely an exception, 
are in excellent repair. One of which, 
St. Michael’s Church, at Trenton, has 
been lately rebuilt, in an elegant style, 
and others have been improved and 
repaired. The vacant Churches have 
enjoyed the regular administration of 
the word and ordinances, more fre- 
quently than formerly. They have 
been aunually visited by the Bishop, 
some of them oftener ; several of them 
by the Rectors in their vicinity; and 
all of them, by Missionaries. There 
is, therefore, cause for gratitude to 
the Divine Head vf the Church, thaty 
struggling with difficulties and dis- 
couragements, as our section of it has 
been for many years, we are yet per- 
mitted not only to live, but to antici- 
pate, with considerable confidence, a 
still better state ef our ecclesiasticad 
affairs. 
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Since the preceding General Con- 
vention, the Bishop of the diocess has 
admitted to priests’ orders, the Rev. 
James Montgomery, formerly a Dea- 
con, in the diocess of Pennsylvania ; 
and to Deacons’ orders, Samuel 
Breighton Stratton (since removed to 
Maryland), Francis H. Cuming (since 
rewoved t» the diocess of New York), 
George H. Woodruff, and Ciarkson 
Dunn. 

' Two institutions have taken place 
within the same time, the Rev, James 
Montgomery, to the Rectorship of St. 
Michael’s Church, Trenton A carne 
removed to the diocess of New-York), 
and the Rev. Abiel Carter, lately of 
the diocess of Pennsylvania, to the 


‘same Rectorship. 


Two candidates for holy orders 
have been adinitted. 

Confirmations have been adminis- 
tered in eight churches. The num- 
ber confirmed was one hundred and 
fifty-three. The number of baptisms 
reported, since the last General Con- 
vention, is four hundred and eighty- 


two, and the present number of com- 


municants, upwards of eight hundred. 
The rubrics and canons of the church 
are generally observed with attention, 
and the authority of the church re- 
spected. 

‘The funds of the corporation for the 
relief of widows and children »f clergy- 
men of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this state; of the Episcopal 
Society for Promoting Christian’ 
Knowledge and Piety; and the fund 
for supporting Missionaries, have in- 
creased considerably since the last re- 
port. The permanent fund of the 
Episcopal Society has advanced from 
four hundred and seventy-five, to up- 
wards of eight hundred dollars; at 
the same time a very considerable 
number of Bibles, Prayer Books, and 
religious tracts have been gratuitously 
distributed by the Society, among the 
Needy members of the church, and 
_ Others, . 

The number of instituted Rectors, 
in the diocess, is nine. The whole 
nu:nbar of Clergyman, fifteen; three 


more than were reported at the last 
meeting. 


Vou. IV. 
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Pennsylvania, 

There are, at this time, in the state 
of Pennsylvania, thirty clergymen of 
the Episcopal Church; the greater 
part of who:n are engaged in the dis- 
charge of parochial duty. 

The following persons have been 
ordained deacons, in this diocess, since 
the last General Convention: Richard 
S. Mason, Wiiliam A. Muhlenberg, 
Henry R. Judah, Samuel C. Brinckle, 
Manning B. Roche, Thomas Breint- 
nall, William Westerman, Joseph 
Spencer, Jchn Rodney, Bird Wilson, 
William 8. Wilson, Charles G. Snow- 
den, John Johns, Samuel Bacon, 
Henry Pfeiffer, and Samuel Sit- 
greaves, jun. 

The following Deacons have been 
ordained Priests: the Rev. George 
Sheets, the Rev. Albert A. Muller, of 
South Carolina, the Rev. Jacob M. 
Douglass,the Rev. Charles M. Dupuy, 
the Rev. Thomas P. May, the Rev. 
Frederick Dalcho, M.D of Souti- 
Carolina, the Rev. John V. E. Thorn, 
the Rev. Bird Wilson, and the Rev. 
Samuel Bacon, 

There are, at present, the following 


‘candidates for orders in this diocess : 


Samuel Marks, Charles P. M’Ilvaine, 
Ephraim Bacon, James Doughen, John 
P. Bankson, Robert Pizggot, Richard 
H. Morgan, Juseph Mason, Peter Van 
Pelt. 

This diocess has been deprived by 
death, of the Rev. Absalom Jones, the 
Rev. Thomas P. May, and the Rev. 
John Campbell. 

St. Thomas’s Church, Whitemarsh, 
St. Luke’s Church, aermant »wa, and 
Christ Church, Leacock, Lancaster 
county, have been consecrated by the 
Bishop. 

N»w Churches are erecting at Lan- 
caster, Easton, and M:ntna. 

Four recently organized parishes 
have been received into union with 
the Convention of the diacess. 

The numoer of baptisms since the 
last General Convention, has been 
one thousand six hundred and sixty- 
eight, and of confirmations, seven 
hundred and twenty-four, The num- 

ber of communicants reported to the 
last diocesan convention, is one theu- 
sand five hundred. 
42 
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From the representations of the 
Missionaries who are sent out under 
the patronage of the Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity in Penn- 
sylvania, the agreeable intelligence is 
derived, that a degree of religious sen- 
sibility is perceptible among the mem- 
bers of our communion generally, and 
an attachment to the distinctive prin- 
ciples of our church, which, it is hoped, 
will, in time, lead to the most benefi- 
cial results. Under the influence of 
this pious zeal, the Missionaries who 
have been sent into the interior parts 
of the state have been thankfully re- 
ceived, and cordially welcomed ; and 
under their labours, congregations 
have been collected and organized, 
which will soon be able to erect for 
themselves places of public worship, 
and support their pastors. 

Societies have been established and 
respectably supported, for Sunday 
School instruction, for distribmting 
the book of Common Prayer, and re- 
ligious tracts. The Episcopal Fund 
is rapidly increasing, and the Corpora- 
tion for the Relief of Widows and 
Orphans of Ciergymen has an exten- 
sive fund, which promises to answer 
the purposes of its establishment. 

Upon the whole, it may be remark- 
ed, that the Church in Pennsylvania, 
under the blessing of her Divine Foun- 
der and Head, is as rapidly increasing 
in prosperity as, when all circumstan- 
ces are considered, we have any rea- 
son to expect. 


Delaware. 


The state of affairs and the cause 
of religion, it is believed, are certainly 
improving ; and it is hoped, the set 
time to favour this part of our Zion 
is near at hand. Since the last Ge- 
neral Convention, several churches in 
the state have been repaired, and 
placed in good order, and have re- 
ceived considerable additions of fami- 
lies and communicants. There are 
fourteen churches in this state, and 
the most of them have regular and 
stated religious services, and those 
which are not thus favoured, are 
visited occasionally by the clergy of 
the state. The church in Wilmington 
has especially been favoured with 
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God’s blessing within two years past, 
and has arisen from its desolate state. 
At Newcastle the prospect is brighten- 
ing. The churches in Kent county 
are promising. At Middletown ex- 
ertions have been made to rescue the 
fine buiiding the congregation of St. 
Ann’s possess, from dilapidation; and 
the labour, bestowed lately upon them, 
has not been in vain 

The conventions of late have been 
more interesting, and are well at- 
tended; and the rules of the church 
are well observed. “Fhe churches in 
Sussex county are in an improving 
state. Some of the congregations 
have made considerable exertions to 
repair their places of worship; and 
their labours have not been in vain. 

On the whole, we have great reason 
to be thanktul to the Great Head of 
the Church, that our prospects in this 
state justify the hope, that, ere long, 
by the faithful co-operation of the 
clergy and laity, we shall yet see 
more “refreshing times from the 
presence of the Lord,” and the cause 
of our Zion ir this state arise from the 
desolations of many generations. 

There are in the state of Delaware, 
four officiating clergymen. There are 
about two hundred communicants. 
There have been one hundred and 
fourteen persons confirmed; and one 
candidate received for holy orders, 
viz. Mr. Wells Wolf. 


Maryland. 


It appears from the journals of con- 
ventions held in this diocess since the - 
Generai Conventien, that eight hun- 
dred and nineteen persons have been 
confirmed, eight churches have been 
consecrated, fifteen persons have been 
admitted to holy pel rh eight to the 
office of Deacon, and seven to that of 
Priest ; and nineteen clergymen have 
removed into the diocess, from other 
states. Several religious societies 
have been established, and some are 
already productive of much good. 
Among these, are the “ Prayer Book 
and Homily Society of Maryland,” 
“the Baltimore Female Tract Socie- 
ty,” (both of which receive some de- 
gree of support from persons not re- 
siding in that city), and the Sunday 
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Schools attached to the different par- 
ishes of the diocess. In several par- 
ishes, where the ministry could not be 
obtained or supported, gentlemen, dis- 
tinguished by their piety and standing 
in society, have received from the Bi- 
shop the appointinent of lay readers; 
and thus are instrumental in preserv- 
ing among the members ef our church 
their attachment to her most devout 
and excellent services. Though wach 
pressed by the cares of an extensive 
parish, containing about four hundred 
families, the Bishop continues to dis. 
charge the duties of his office through- 
out the diocess; and it was reinarked, 
in his last statement to the annual 
convention, that, with the possible ex- 
ception of some remote chapels, he 
had then completed his tour of Epis- 
copal visitation. 

The canons and rubrics of the 
church are, it is believed, in most re- 
spects, generally observed; and, upon 
the whole, we are allowed to cherish 
the hope that the prosperity of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church con- 
tinues to strengthen and increase in 
Maryland, that her principles are bet- 
ter understood than formerly, that 

rejudices once entertained ‘against 
Io are removed, that there is an in 
creased attachment to her rites and 
ordinances, and that true religion is 
gaining ground in the hearts and lives 
of her members. 
Virginia. 

The Almighty continues his graci- 
ous smiles to this part of his church. 
Since the last General Convention a 
considerable nuinber of new congre- 
gations has been formed, and a large 
increase of ministers been added. The 
number of regular congregations is 
about fifty, and of officiating ministers 
thirty. The most delightful unity 
prevails amongst the ministers. A 
strong attachment bindsthem and their 
congregations together. The conduct 
of communicants is becoming more 
and more serious and consistent ; and 
very few are now to be found, who 
bring reproach upon religion and the 
church by immoralities, or an attend- 
ance upon the vain and sinful amuse- 
ments of the world. The services of 
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the church are more panctually and 
zealously observed, and promise to be 
esteemed in proportion as they are 
duly understood. The erdinance of 
baptisin especially, which has mtherto 
been so neglected, or lightly and pro- 
fanely pertormed, begins to excite 
the more serious attention of the cler- 
gy and laity. Whereas the directions 
of the rubric enjoin the most public 
and solemn performance ot it, where 
the prayers of the whele congregation 
may be obtained, it has been too cus- 
tomary, either through a talse modesty 
or irreligious indifference, to prevail 
upon ministers to disobey the rubric, 
and let down the ordinance to a mere 
private ceremony, which has often 
been accompanied with unbecoming 
frivolity and mirth. The impiety of 
such a proceeding now appears in its 
true colours; and a reformation has 
already begun, and considerably ad- 
vanced, which, it is hoped, will be 
aided and supported by the general 
voice of the 2 , 

In this diocess a fund for the Epis- 
copate has been commenced. 

The college of Witliam and Mary 
has made an-offer, which promises im- 
portant benefits to students of theology, 
and has elected a clergyman of our 
church a professor therein, who will 
take charge of such students. 

A society has been organized to as- 
sist indigent young men who are can- 
didates for the ministry, and from 
which the most beneficial results may 
be expected. 


North-Carolina. 


At a period no more remote than 
the fall of 1816, the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in this state was nearly 
at the lowest point of ‘depression. 
There were, indeed, some who felt 
a lively interest in her welfare, and 
who wept when they remembered 
Zion. But, like Israel of old, they 
hung their harps upon the willows in 
almost hopeless anguish. Even those 
few houses of God, which had, for 
some years before, occasionally or 
statedly resounded with his praise, 
were closed and deserted; and the 
pious of our communion, though at- 
tached both by educatiun and principle 
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to the church of their fathers, despair- 
ing of seeing her ever again arise from 
-the dust, stood ready to abandon her 
cause, and to unite themselves with 
any among whom they could enjoy, 
in any measure, the benefit of divine 
ordinances. But, blessed be the name 
of the Lord, the set time for him to 
have compassion upon this part of 
Zion had come. He viewed with an 
eye of relenting mercy the desolations 
with which his justice had visited her 
sins. The prayers of the faithful were 
heard by the Great Head of the Church, 
and the decree was sent forth—Let 
Jerusalem be rebuilt. 

In the spring of 1817, was held the 
first Protestant Episcopal Convention 
ever held in North-Carolina. At 
which were present lay delegates from 
four different parishes, and three of 
the clergy, whom Divine Providence 
had, for the time being, brought to 
that state, Of these, two have since 
removed, the Rev Bethel Judd, Rec- 
tor of St. John’s Church. Fayetteville, 
to whom has succeeded the Rev. Gre- 
gory I. Bedell; and the Rev. Jehu 
C. Clay, Rector of Christ Church, 
Newbern, whose place is now supplied 
by the Rev. Richard S. Mason. Be- 
sides these three, the church in this 
state is blessed, at present, with the 
labours of four others, the Rev Joha 
Avery, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
Edenton; the Rev. John Phillips, who 
is settled in Trinity Church, Tarbo- 
rough, and performs stated services 
at various places in its vicinity; the 
Rev. William Hooper. Professor in 
the University of North-Carolina; 
and the Rev. Thomas Wright, Mis- 
sionary. Mr. Hooper will also act 
in the capacity of Missionary, as far 
as it may be in his power; and the 
Rev. John Toland is daily expected, 
who wiil engage in the same ser- 
vice. 

Besides these seven clergy, there 
are, at present, six candidates for holy 
orders.— William M. Greene, George 
S. Phillips, Robert Davis, William 
Lowry, John Davis, and Burton H. 
Hicocks. 

Since the last General Convention, 
the Right Rev. Richard C. Moore, 
D. D. has admitted the Rev. Richard 
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S. Mason to the holy order of Priest- 
hood; and William Hooper, Lhomas 
Wright, and Henry M. Shaw, to that 
of Deacons. The last mentioned of 
these gentlemen, has since removed 
to the diocess of New York. * , 

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore ha 
also consecrated a new church lately 
erected in Fayetteville, by the name 
of St. John’s Church; and held con- 
firmations at various places, where 
were confirmed as follows: Fayette- 
ville, sixty; Newbern, fifty-three; 
Edenton, thirty; Wilmington, one 
hundred and thicty-eight ; amounting 
in all to two hundred and eighty-one. 

It may tend farther to throw light 
on the condition and history of the 
church in this state to remark, that, a 
few years ago, the number of commu. 
nicants in all our churches did not ex- 
ceed fifty; whereas, they amount now 
to more than three hundred and fifty; 
that besides the Protestant Episcopal 
Missionary Society of North-Carolina, 
various charitable and religious socie- 
ties have been established by the mem- 
bers of our communion; that Bible 
classes and Sunday Schools are to be 
found in almost every parish; and 
that the baptisms reported atthe sevee 
ral diocesan conventions since the last 
General Convention, are two hundred 
and seventy-five ; of which, twenty are 
statéd to be the cases of adults. 

Since the church was organized in 
this state, ten parishes have, at differ- 
ent times, been represented in the an- 
nual conventions; and at least six 
more places will organize churches as 
soon as they are visited by the Mis- 
sionaris that have lately been ap- 
pointed for that purpose. 

We are happy in reporting that, as 
far as we know and believe, the clergy 
in this section of the country strictly 
observe the canons and rubrics of the 
church. The case of private baptism 
forms, it is believed, the only excep- 
tion; and in that article, even, a re- 
formation has commenced, which, we 
trust, will ere long become, complete 
and universal. 

By the good providence of our God, 
the church in this state has obtained 
help of the Lord at the very time 
when she seemed most likely to be 
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come extinct. Had this help been 
delayed but afew years longer, death 
would probably have swept away all 
those Episcopal predilections wuich 
yet exist in every section of the coun- 
try; and which, by the blessing of 
Heaven, wiil become the seminal prin- 
cipies by which the church, like the 
fabied Phenix, shall arise from her 
ashes. Her prospects are every day 
brightening more and more. Her 
friends are every where excited to 
hope and exertion. May their most 
sanguine hupes soun be realized! may 
the Great Head of the Church prosper 
the work! and may this section of 
Z:on speedily become the joy of the 
whole earth. 


South-Carolina. 


The diocess of Seuth-Carolina, it 
appears, has been deeply «afflicted 
since the meeting of the last General 
Convention. The ciergy and laity of 
that church have not only to deplore 
the loss of their late diocesan, the 
Right Rev. Dr. Dehon, the recollec- 
tion of whose virtues and talents they 
love to cherish in their hearts ; but 
death hath also deprived them of the 
Rev. Dr. Percy, late Rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, Charleston, and of 
the Rev. Thomas Frost, late assisiant 
minister of St. Phitip’s Church, 
Charleston. The Episcopal Office, 
however, was not suffered jong to re- 
main vacant ; but was happily filled by 
the election of the Rev. Dr. Bowen, in 
February, 1818, who appears, from 
an address of his clergy, to possess 
their thorough confidence and affec- 
tion. A fund for the support of the 
Bishop was likewise instituted in the 
same year, which is progressing and 
promises to effect the important object 
i contemplated. - 

The number of Clergymen within 
the diocess of S:uth-Carolina, has 
evidently increased ; and there is yet 
no visible decline of the zeal of either 
the clergy or laity. Mr. David I. 
Campbell, Mr. Francis P. Delavaux, 
Mr. Henry Gibbes, Mr. John. W. 
Chanler, and Mr. William Wilson, 
who had been received as candidates 
for holy orders by Bishop Dehon, 
Were admitted to that of Deacons; 
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the four first named in the diocess of 
South Carolina, and the last in that 
of Pennsylvama, by letters dimissory 
from the former. Mr. Edward Kut- 
ledye, received asa candidate for or- 
ders in this divncess, was ordained Dea- 
con, by virtue of letters di-missory, m 
the diocess of Connecticut. The 
Rev. Frederick Dalcho, the Rev. Al- 
bert A. Muller, the Rev. Maurice H. 
Lance, the Rev. Francis P. Delavaux, 
the Rev. Thomas O:borre (since re- 
moved to the divcess of Ohio), the 
Rev. Alston Gibbes, and the Rev. Jo- 
seph Vi. Gilbert, have, within the same 
period, b-en ordained Priests; the two 
first at Philadelphia, and the others in 
South-Carolina, Several candidates 
are now preparing for the ministry in 
that divcess, and there is a prospect 
flattering to the hopes of the friends 
of the Church, that it will, in this 
diocess, yet effectually be rest red from 
the state to which it had, after the re- 
volutionary war, been reduced. At 
present, it appears, there are more 
of its parishes supplied, than at any 
intermediate period since the war. 

The Protestant Episcopal S ciety 
for the Advancement of Christianity 
in South-Carelina, which was insti- 
tuted a few years ago, and has pros- 
pered in an unexampled manner, has 
done much god. This Society is by 
its constitutions strictly identified with 
the Church. It devises and executes 
liberal things. By its funds it has 
helped to re-establish old parishes, 
which had fallen inte decay. It ac- 
tually contributes to the support of 
several mini-ters. 

A society has been also formed, 
consisting of young men and others, 
having missions for its object ; and it 
has already been instrumental of good 
by the employment of the Rev. Mr. 
Fowler in a quarter of the diocess 
which had never been visited by an- 
Episcopal clergyman since the re- 
volution. There isa happy prospect 
of extending the borders of our 
Church farther into the interior, by 
the formation, with the help of the 
Protestant Episc pal S ciety for the 
Advancement of Christianity 19 Svuth- 
Carolina, of congregations In one oF 
two of the interior districts. 
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Sunday Schoo!s have been estab- 
lished in several parts of the diocess, 
and have been the wccasion of good to 
many, it is hoped, particularly to the 
perple of colour. ‘They are, how- 
ever, of too recent a date to enable 
us to say much about them. Tracts 
have also been published and distri- 
buted bythe Protestant Episcopal So- 
ciety for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity in South-Carolina, calculated 
to excite attention, to instruct the 
people in practical religion, and to 
attach them to the doctrine, discipline, 
and liturgy of the Church. Among 
those tracts is a Catechism, edited un- 
der the authority and direction of the 
Bishop and his Clergy, which is ex- 
planatory of the one in the Book of 
Common Prayer. The people of 
colour are beginning to be instructed 
in those doctrines and principles of the 
Christian Religion, which will tend'to 
premote their comfort and well-being 
here, and their everlasting happiness 
hereafter, with a prospect of success 
conducive to their improvement and 
amelioration 

On the whole, the condition of the 
Charch in Ssuth-Carolina is favour- 
able. The B shop has visited, since 
his entering on the duties of the 
diocess, almost every parish within it. 
Confirmation is regularly administer- 
ed. The rubrics‘and canons are con- 
scientiously observed. Both clergy 
and laity evince a resolution to adhere 
to the order of the Church, and to op- 
pose all innovation. 

The number of baptisms reported 
to the di»cesan conventions within the 
Jast three years, is eight hundred and 
thirty-nine; yet that number is de- 
fective, as reports do not appear to 
have been received from all the pa- 
rishes every year. The number of 
¢ommunicants appears to be one 
thousand four hundred and fifty-seven, 
although that too falls a little short of 
the truth. 


Ohio. 


By a letter from the Right Rev. 
the Bishop of this diocess, addressed 
to the House of Bishops in this Con- 
vention, and by them transmitted to 
the House of Clerical and Lay De- 
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puties, it appears that the said Right 
Reverend Bishop has admitted the 
Rev. Intrepid Morse, Deacon, from 
New-York, to the holy order of 
Priests, and Mr. Benjamin Birge, of 
Kentucky, to that of Deacons; and 
has confirmed, since his settlement in 
his diocesan capacity, two hundred 
and thirty-four persons. 

At Dayton, on the Miami, and in 
several places in the east, and north- 
east of the state, new parishes have 
been formed. 

The clergy of the diocess are six, 
besides the Bishop.— Philander Chase, 
jun. has been admitted a candidate 
for holy orders. 


In laying the preceding statement 
before the House of Bishops, the 
House of Clerical and Lay Deputies 
solicit their counsel and their prayers 
for the blessing of Almighty God. 

In conclusion, the House ot Cleri- 
cal and Lay Deputies, reverting to the 
notice of private baptisms in some of 
the preceding statements, respectfully 
request the House of Bishops to in- 
sert,in the pastoral letter solicited by 
this House, their opinion and advice 
on the subject of the existing custyin 
of administering private baptism, 
without great and reasonable cause, 
and using in private the public office ; 
and also on the subject of the proper 
qualifications of sponsors in baptism. 

Signed by order of the House of 
Clerical and Lay Deputies. 

W.H. Wumer, President. 

May 23, 1820. 


The following Resolutions were 
adopted on the subject of the Thevlo 
gical Seminary :— 

1. Resolved, That the Theological 
Seminary instituted at New-York, un- 
der the authority of the last General 
Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the United States, be 
transferred to, and located within, the 
city of New-Haven, in the diocess of 
Connecticut. 

2. Resolved, That the management 
of the said Seminary be and is here- 
by vested ina board of trustees, which 
shall consist of the Bishops of the se- 
veral diocesses within the United 








ht 


18 


of 
of 
nd 
in 


ed 


h- 
ve 


Sy 
ile 


nt 
he 
es 


ri- 


he 
lly 


in- 


ce 
ani 


se, 
ee; 
er 


‘of 


re 


cal 
n- 
ral 
5O- 


the 
, of 


ent 
Te- 


ich 
ed 


November, 1820.] 


States, of twelve clergymen, and 
twelve laymen, to be appointed by the 
House of Clerical and Lay Deputieg, 
at every meeting of the General Con- 
vention ; any seven vf whom shal! be 
competent to form a beard for trans- 
acting business. They shall have 
power to collect and manage funds for 
the benefit of the Seminary, to ap- 
point professors and teachers therein, 
and presciibe their duties; regulate 
the admission cf students, and pre- 
scribe the course of studies to be ob- 
served by them, not inconsistent with 
the canons, and the course of studies 
which is or may be established by the 
House of Bishops :—to make such bye- 
Jaws and regulations as may be neces- 
sary for the government of the Semi- 
nary, and generally to take such mea- 
sures as they may deém essential to 
the prosperity of the institution ; pro- 
vided, that the capita! of the sums 
subscribed and collected in pursuance 
of these resolutions, and of the 1e- 
solutions on this subject passed by the 
last General Convention, shall be 
carefully invested in some secure and 
productive fund, and shall remain in- 
violate and untouched, except for the 
ose of erecting suitable buildings 
or the accommodation of the Semi- 
nary ; and that the interest only of the 
said capital shall be employed for the 
compensation of professors, or other 
Current or annual expenditure, ex- 
cept, that they may continue and pro- 
vide for the present professor. 

3. Resolved, That the Bishops of 
the several diocesses within the United 
States, and, where there is no Bishop, 
the standing committee of the dio- 
cess, be, and they are hereby earnest- 
ly and respectfully requested to adopt 
such measures as they may deem 
most advisable, to collect funds in aid 
of the Theological Seminary, and to 
cause the same, when collected, to be 
transmitted to the treasurer of the 
Board of Trustees. 

Together with their concurrence in 
the above resolutions, the House of 
Bishops communicated to the House 
of Clerical and Lay Deputies the fol- 
lowing declaration :— 

The House of Bishops inform the 
House of Clerical and Lay Deputies, 
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that in concurring in the resolutions 
relative to the Theological Seminary, 
and in its removal from the city of 
New-York, they deem it — to 
declare that they do not mean, by this 
concurrence, to interfere with any 

lan wow contemplated, or that may 

ereafier be contemplated, in any di- 
ocess or diocesses, for the establish- 
ment of Theological Institutions or 
Professorships ; and further, they deem 
it their duty to express the opinionthat 
the various sums subscribed, having 
been thus subscribed under an act of 
the Convention establishing the Se- 
minary in New York, the subscribers 
who have not paid are not now beund, 
except they think proper, to pay their 
subscriptions, the institution being re- 
moved to a different city. 

Agreeably to the firegoing resolus 
tions, the following Gentlemen were 
appointed Trustees of the Theologi- 
cal Seminary on the part of the House 
of Clerical and Lay Deputies :— 

The Rev. Daniel Burhans, the 
Rev. Harry Croswell, the Rev. Bird- 
sey G. Noble, the Hon, Jonathan 
Ingersel, the Hon. Samuel Wm. 
Johnson, Nathan Smith, Esq. and 
Richard Addams, Esq —Connecticut. 

The Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D. 
George Sullivan, Esq. and David 
Leas, Esq. —M assachusetts. 

The Rev. Nathan B. Crocker. 
Rhode-Isiand. 

The Rev. Jonathan M. Wain- 
wright, and Isaac Lawrence, Esq.—~ 
New- Fork. 

The Rev. Charles H. Wharton, 
D. D.—New-Jersey. 

The Rev. Jackson Kemper, the 
Rev. George Boyd, and William Me- 
redith, Esq.— Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. William E. Wyatt, D.D; 
and Francis S. Key, Esq.—Maryland, 

The Rev. William H. Wilmer, D. 
D. and the Hon. Bushrod Washing- 
ton.—Virginia. 

Duncan Cameron, Esq.—North- 
Carolina. 

The Rev. Christopher E. Gadsden, 
D.D. and William Heyward, Esq.— 
South-Carolina. 

It was resolved in the House of Cle- 
rical and Lay Deputies, that it be re- 
spestfully requested of the House of 
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Bishops, to take measures for making 
known any errors or omissions in the 
octavo edition of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, published by Gaine in 
1793, which was established by the 
forty third canon as the standard bovk; 
so that they may he avoided ursupplied 
in future editions; and that they be 
also respectfully requested to correct 
and supply any errors or omissions in 
the calendar, and tables prefixed there- 
to, and to extend the table of the days 
on which Easter will fall for two 
cycles «f moon, from the year of our 
Lord 123. 

The House of Bishops concurred in 
the above resolution, and the presid- 
ing Bishop was requested, with such 
persons as he may think proper to 
associate with him, to take order on 
the subject of the same. 

A canon having been proposed in 
the House of C'erical and Lay Depu- 
ties, entitled “of the .ficiuting of per- 
sons not regularly ordained, and re- 
pealing the 35th Canun,—the same 
was non con: urred in by the House of 
Bishops, who transmitted, with notice 
of this, the following statement of 
their reasons :— 

The Bishops have found by expe- 
rience, that such ministers in many in- 
stances preaching in our churches and 
to our congregations, avail themselves 
of such opportunities toinveigh against 
the principles of -ur communion; and, 
in some instances, have endeavoured 
to obtain a common right with us in 
our property. It is therefore not from 
the want of charity to worthy persons 
dissenting from us, but for the main- 
taining of such charity, and to avoid 
collision, that we declare our non- 
concurrence. 

The Bishops further declare their 
opinion concerning the thirty-fifth can- 
on, as it now stands, that it does not 
prohibit the officiating of pious and re- 
spectable persons as lay readers in 
our churches, in cases of necessity or 
of expediency ; nor the lending of any 
ehurch to any respectable congrega- 
tion on any occasion of emergency. 

The following resolution was adopt- 
ed in the House of Clerical and Lay 
Deputies. 

Resolved, That a committeo of this 
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house be appointed to take into con- 
sideration the practicability and ex- 
pediency of providing a fund to be at 
the disposal of the General C.onven- 
tion, and that the same committee be 
requested (should they deem it expe- 
dient) to report to the next General 
Convention a plan for raising and 
maintaining such a fund, and that they 
be further empowered to collect and 
hold any monies in trust, for the dis 
posal «f the General C: nvention 

The Rev. Mr. Onderdonk, the Rev, 
Mr. Kemper, Richaid Harison, ksq. 
Joshua Jones, E-q. and William Me- 
redith, Esq. were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

It was resolved in the House of 
Clerical and Lay Deputies, that the 
Rev. Mr. Kemper, the Rev. Mr. 
Boyd, aid Tomas M*Euen, Esq. be 
acommittee, on the part of this house, 
in conjunction with a committee to 
be appointed by the House of Bish psy 
should that House agree thereto, to 
make a collection of the Journals of 
the General Conventions, and of the 
several diocesan conventions, and of 
other important documents, connected 
with the history of the Church in the 
United States; and to deposit the 
same, subject to the disposal of the 
General Convention, in such hands as 
may be deemed proper, for the pre» 
sent, and until a further order of the 
C.nvention. 

The House of Bishops concurred in 
the above, and appointed the presiding 
Bish-p the committee on their part. 

It was resolved, that the next Ge- 
neral Convention meet in the city of 
Philadelphia. 

A Constitution for the Protestant 
Episcopal Missionary Society in the 
United States, for Foreign and Do- 
mestic Missions, was adopted, and the 
following Gentlemen, appointed by 
the House of Clerical and Lay De- 
puties, Managers of the same :— 

Pennsylvania. The Rev. Jackson 
Kemper, the Rev. George Boyd, the 
Rev. Wm. Augustus Muhlenberg, 
Messrs. Richard North, C. N. Banker, 
Stephen North, Sohn Read, Jonn 
Claxton, Charles Wheeler, Israel 
Rinsman, Hugh De Haven, jun. and 
Richard 8. Sunith. 
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South-Carolina. The Rev. Chris- 
topher E. Gadsden, D. D. 

North Carolina. The Rev. Gregory 
T. Bedell. 

Virginia. The Rev. Wm. H. Wil- 
mer, D. D. the Rev. Wm Meade, 
and the Hon Buasarod Washington. 

Maryland. The Rev. Wm. E. 
Wyatt, D. D. and the Rev. John P. K. 
Henshaw. 

Delaware. The Rev. Richard D. 
Hall. 

New-Jersey. The Rev. Abiel Car- 
ter. 

New-York. The Rev. James Mil- 
nor, D. D. 

Connecticut. The Rev. Nathaniel 
S. Wheaton. 

Massachusetis. The Rev. Thomas 
Carlile. 

In the House of Clerical and Lay 
Deputies the following resolution was 

ssed :-— 

Resolved, That the Committee of 
this House appointed to superintend 
the printing of the journal and pas- 
toral letter, be directed to case to 
be printed one thousand copies of the 
journal of the present Convention, a 
like number of the journal of the 
last Convention, and an equal num- 
ber of the pastoral letter ; and also 
to prepare and report to the next 
General Convention the Constitution 
of the Church as it was originally 
adopted in 1789, and the canons in the 
order in which they were adopted, 
noticing in italics the alterations in, 
and additions thereto ; their report to 
be accompanied by an index of the 
principal matters contained in the 
constitution and canons. 

The Convention was closed by the 
singing of the 133d Psalm in metre, 
and by the use of several appropriate 
collects and prayers of the Liturgy, 
and the benediction by the presiding 

Bishop. 

The list of Clergy published with 
the journal, according to the canons, 
contains the following numbers :— 

Maine, 2—New-Hampshire, 4— 
Massachusetts, 13—Verment, 5— 
Rhode-Island, 7—Connecticut, 39— 
New-York, 74—New-Jersey, 15— 
Pennsy!vania, 28—Delaware, 4— 
Maryland, 48—Virginia, 29— North- 

Vou. IV. 
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Carolina, 7—South Carolina, 27—- 
Ohio, 7—Total, 309. Of whom nine 
are Bishops, respectiveiy, of the 
Eastern Diocess (comprising Maine, 
New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, Ver- 
mont, and Rhode-[sland), Connec- 
ticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, Virginia (with 
which is provisionally connected 
North Carolina), South-Carolina, and 
Ohi. 

—_—aa 
Canons passed in Generql Convention, 

in 1820. 


CANON IL. 
Repealing a part of the forty-fifth 
Canon, passed in 1803. 

Tar part of the forty-fifth canon 
which requires the Episcopal addresses 
inserted on the journal of each 
state or diocesan cunvention, to be 
read in the House of Clerical and 
Lay Deputies in General Convention, 
is hereby repealed. 

CANON IT. 
Repealing the first Canon, passed in 
1817. 

The principal object contemplated 
by the first canon passed in General 
Convention inthe year 1817, having 
been accomplished by the election and 
consecration of a Bishop for the dio- 
cess of Ohio, the said canon is herge- 
by repealed. 


CANON IIL. 
Concerning Pastoral Letters. 


Whereas there is reason to fear 
that the pastoral letters issued from 
time to time by the House of Bishops, 
and addressed to the members of t 
Episcopal Church, fail of their in- 
tended effect, for want of sufficient 
publicity; it is hereby made the duty 
of every Clergyman having a pastoral 
charge, when any such letter is pub- 
lished, to read the same to his con- 
gregation on some occasion of public 


worship. 
CANON IV. 

In addition to the seventeenth Canon, 
passed in 1808. 


Tn the case of a Minister of some 
other denomination of Christians 
plying for holy orders in this Church, 
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the standing committee may receive 
testimonials of his piety, good morals, 
and orderly conduct, from twelve 
members of the denomination from 
which he came; provided the mem- 
bers of the committee have such con- 
fidence in the persons thus testifying, 
as to satisfy them of the correctness 
of the testimony ; and also a testimo- 
nial to the same effect from at least 
one Clergyman of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. 


CANON V. 


Amending the seventeenth Canon, 
passed in 1808. 

When any person, not a citizen of 
the United States, who has officiated 
as a Minister among any other deno- 
mination of Christians, shall apply 
for orders in this Church, the Bishop 
to whem application is made, shall 


require of tm (in addition to the 


qualifications made necessary by the 
seventeenth Canon), satisfactory evi- 
dence that he has resided at least one 
year in the United States, previous to 
his application. 


CANON VI. 


Of the Consecration of Bishops dur- 
ing the recess of the General Con- 
vention. 


If, during the recess of the Ge- 
neral Convention, the Church in any 
state or diocess should be desirous of 
the consecration of a Bishop elect, the 
standing committee of the Church in 
such state or diocess may, by their 
president, or by some person or per- 
sons specially appointed, communi- 
cate the desire to the standing com- 
mittees of the Churches in the differ- 
ent states, together with copies of the 
necessary testimonials: and if the 
major number of the standing com- 
mittees shall consent to the proposed 
consecration, the standing committee 
of the state or diocess concerned sha!l 
forward the evidence of such consent, 
together with other testimonials, to 
the presiding Bishop of the House of 
Bishops, who shall communicate the 
same to alj the Bishops in this Church 
in the United States; and if a majority 
of the Bishops should consent to the 
consecration. the presiding Bishop, 


338 Canons passed in General Convention. [No. 1h, 


with any two Bishops, may proceed 
to perform the same; or any three 
Bishops to whom he may communicate 
the testimonials. 

The evidence of the consent of the 
different standing committees shall be 
in the form prescribed for the House 
of Clerical and Lay Deputies in Ge- 
ne:al Convention; and without the 
aforesaid requisites, no consecration 
shall take place during the recess of 
the General Convention. But in 
case the election of a Bishop shall 
take place within a year before the 
meeting of the General Convention, 
all matters relative to the consecration 
shall be deferred until the said meet- 
in 


g. 
The fifth canon is hereby repealed. 


CANON VIL. 
To govern im the case of @ Minister 
declaring that he will no longer be 
a Minister of the Church, 


If any minister of this Church 
shall declare to the Bishop of the dio- 
cess to which he belongs, or to any 
Ecclesiastical authority for the trial 
of clergymen, or, where there is no 
Bishop, to the standing committee, 


his renunciation of the ministry, and 


his design not to officiate in furure in 
any of the offices thereof; it shall be 
the duty of the Bishop, or, where 
there is no Bishop, of the standing 
committee, to record the declaration 
so made. And it shall be the duty of 
the Bishop to admonish, or to suspend 
him, or to displace him from his grade 
in the ministry, and to pronounce and 
record, in the presence of two or 
three clergymen, that the person so 
declaring, has been admonished, or 
suspended, or displaced from his grade 
in the ministry in this Church. In 
any diocess in which there is no Bi- 
shop, the same sentence may be pro- 
nounced by the Bishop of any other 
diocess, invited by the standing com- 
mittee to attend for that purpose. In 
the case of displacing from the minis- 
try, as above provided for, it shall be 
the duty of the Bishop to give notice 
thereof to every Bishop of this 
Church, and to the standing commit- 
tee in every diocess wherein there is 
no. Bishop. 
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The second canon of 1817 is here- Missionary Society in the United 
by repealed. States, for Foreign and Domestic Mis- 
CANON VIII sions.” Its officers shall consist of a 
} sat , president, vice-presidents, two secre- 
Concerning Candidates for Orders. taries, and a treasurer, together with 
In addition to the testimonials pro- such other officers.as may be deemed 
duced by a person wishing to become necessary 
a candidate for holy orders, as pre- 2. The affairs of this Society shall 
scribed by the seventh canon, he must be conducted bya board of twenty- 
lay before the standing committee a four managers, to be appointed by the 
satisfactory diploma, or certificate, General Convention, twelve of whom 
from the instructors of some approved shall reside in or near the city of Phi- 
literary institution, or a certificate ladelphia, and six members shall con- 
from two presbyters, appointed by the stitute a quorum for the transaction of 
Ecclesiastical authority of the diocess business. 
to examine him, of his possessingsuch = 3. The officers of this society, with 
academical learning as may enable the-exception of those provided for in 
him to enter advantageously on a this constitution, shall be appointed 
course of theology. © by the board of managers, and con- 
When a person applying to be ad- tinue: in office during the recess of 
mitted a candidate, wishes the know- the General Convention, or until 
ledgeof the Latin and Greek langua- others are appointed. 
ges,and other branches of learning,not 4. The presiding Bishop of this 
strictly Ecclesiastical, to be dispensed Church shall be the president of this 
with, the standing committee shall society, and the other Bishops, vice- 
not recommend him as a candidate, presidents, in the order of seniority 
until he has laid before them a testi- established in their house. 


monial, signed by at least two presby- OF AUXILIARY SOCIETIEs. 


ters of the Church, stating that, in The board of managers shall take 
their opinion, he possesses extraordi- ...) measures as they may deem pro- 
nary atrength of natural understand- per, to establish Auxiliary Societies ; 
my, oe peculiar aptitude to teach, and {, secure patronage, and to enlarge 
a large share of prudence. ; _ the funds of the institution. The 

Done in General Convention, in Bishop of every diocess shall be pre- 


the city of Philadelphia, in the ident of the Auxiliary Societies, or- 
year of our Lord 1820. ganized in the same. 


By order of the House of Bishops. OF MEMBERS. 


WILLIAM WHITE, 1. Every person subscribing, annual- 
Presiding Bishop. ly, the sum of three dollars, shall be 
Attested. a member of this society, during the 

Wm. Aveusrus Montensere, Sec’y. continuance of such subscription. 
By order of the House of Clerical 2. Every person giving a benefac- 
and Lay Deputies. tion of fifty dollars or upwards, at one 


WILLIAM H. WILMER, time, shall be considered a patron of 


. 


Attested. President. _ this society. 
ASHBEL Sauces: Rivedats: 8. The subscription books shall be 
nani so arranged, that, at the time of sub- 





scribing, every person may contribute 
either to the cause of Foreign or Do- 
mestic Missions ; and the money shall 
be appropriated according to the in- 


Constitution of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Missionary Society in the 
United States, for Foreign and 
Domestic Missions, adopted in Ge-  santion of the donor. 


neral Convention, 1820. 4. If any money shall be given to 
OF THE NAME AND OFFICERS. this society by individuals, congrega- 

1. Tuts institution shall be desig- tions, or other societies, without spe- 
pated “The Protestant Episcopal cifying to what particular object it is 
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to be applied, the board of managers 
may appropriate it as they shall think 
st. 


OF THE FUNDS. 


All benefactions and donations, ex- 
ceeding the sum of fifty dollars, made 
to this society, if requested by the 
contribators at the time of subscrip- 
tion or donation, shall be invested in 
some good and productive stock, and 
the interest only of such monies shall 


be appropriated to the objects of the 
institution. 


OF THE DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 


1. The board of managers shali 
have the power to make all bye laws 
necessary for their own regulation, 
and to appoint from among their num- 
ber, all such committees, as shali be 
Necessary to transact the various 
parts of duty assigned them. 

2. The treasurer shall keep distinct 
accounts of the money received by 
him, whether tobe applied to Foreign 
or Domestic Missionary purposes; and 
shall be required to render his ac- 
count, at least once in every year, to 
the board of managers. 

3. The board of managers shall 
make a full report of their proceed- 
ings, and of the funds of the society, 
at every meeting of the General Con- 
vention. 

4. No missionary of this society 
shall be employed within the bounds 
of any organized diocess, except with 
the consent and approbation, and an- 
der the direction, of the Bishop; or, 
if there be no Bishvp, the Ecclesiasti- 
cal authority of the same. 


CONCLUSION, 


It is recommended to every mem- 
ber of this society, to pray to AI- 
mighty God for his blessing upon its 
designs, under the full conviction, that 
unless “ He directs us in all our do- 
ings, with his most gracious favour, 
and furthers us with his continual 
help,” we cannot reasonably hope 
either to procure suitable persons to 
act as missionaries, or expect that 
their endeavours will be crowned 
with success. 
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Account of two Persian Christians. 
(From the Missionary Register for July, 1820.) 


Mucu interest was excited, last 
summer, among many benevolent 
persons at Bombay, Madras, and other 
places, by two Persian Christians, 
who travelled to collect charitable 
contributions. The account given by 
them of the b-dy of Christians to 
which they belong is very striking ; 
and their apparent simplicity and in- 
tegrity gained them very general con- 
fidence. The Rev. Messrs. Kolholf 
and Sperschneider, Missionaries at 
Tanjore, of the Christian K:iowledge 
Society, were sv well satisfied, after 
due examination, of the truth of their 
representations, that they gave thema 
Testimonial to that effect. A mem- 
ber also of the Corresponding Coms 
mittee, at Madrass, of the Church 
Missionary Society, entered much ins 
to their case, and addressed to the Se- 
cretary of the Society a statement of 
various particulars. From these do- 
curnents we have collected the follow. 
ing account of these Christians, and 
the body to which they belong :— 

“ Lucas John is about forty years of 
age; and states, that, by the blessing 
and grace of God, he has, for the last 
ten years, attended to the concerns of 
his soul. Joseph John, about twenty- 
three years old, has, since the age of 
fifteen, known the things belonging to 
his peace. 

“ Their native town is Chosrabad, 
in the Province «f Hedesbegan, in Me- 
sopotamia. It contains about 700 in- 
habitants, who are all of the same 
community with themselves. 

“ They are the offspring of ancient 
Jewish Christians, and are now suf- 
fering greatly under the government 
of Persia. Formerly, when under a 
Turkish Pasha, they enjoyed, insome 
degree, public justice and peace ; but 
since they have been subjected to the 
power of Abbas Mirza, a son of the 
King of Persia, who resides at Te- 
briz, these poor Christians have been 
treated in a most intolerant and 
cruel manner; and have had to pay 
heavy taxes, beyond their ability. Two 
sons of Lucas John have been seized, 
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mans; but Mr. Armstrong, residing 
at Tebriz, has become security for 
the payment of 1,000 rupees ; 500 of 
which are already collected, the rest 
still wanting. Since their acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Armstrong, they seem 
to have suffered less from their Ma- 
homedan oppressors. 

“ The sun of 1000 rupees, required 
to satisfy the demand of their «ppres- 
sors, who have retained the two chil- 
dren of their family as hostages for 
payment, amounts to much more than 
thai suai according to the rupee of In- 
dia, which is of less value. 

* They collected about 700 rupees at 
B: mbay, Cocliin, Tanjore, and the in- 
termediate places, and about as much 
more at Madras. 

“ The whole number of these Chris- 
tians amounts to about 10,000. They 
have an Archbishop and three Bi- 
shops. The Archbishop resides at 
Mosul; one of the Bishops, at their 
native town of Chosrabad ; and ano- 
ther at Meredeen, three days’ jour- 
ney from Mosul; and the third at 
Diarbekir. By the Mahomedans they 
are called Nazarenes, and Syrians by 
the Arabs; but, among themselves, 
Ebriam. or Beni Israel; which name 
denotes their relation to the ancient 
Jewish Christian Church, as does also 
their present language, of which we 
got a proof; the Lord’s Prayer and 
the Apostolic Creed being very like 
to the original Hebrew. They have 
no connexion whatever with either 
the Greek or Roman Churches. 

* They hold the Doctrine of the 
Trinity in Unity: and declare Jesus 
Christ to be the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life; and that through him alone 
they are delivered from the wrath to 
come, and are made heirs of eternal 
life. They acknowledge only the 
two Sacraments, but both in the full 
sense and import of the Protestant 

Church. 

“ They have, at Chosrabad, a large 
Church, nearly of the size and appear- 
ance of the Scotch Kirk at Madras, 
which is a fine building. Through 
fear of the Mahomedans, who insult 
and oppress them, they assemble for 
Divine Worship between the hours of 
five and seven on Sunday mornings ; 


The Psalms. 341 


and, in the evenings, between six and 
eight. There are also Daily Services 
at the same hours = ihe women and 
men sit in opposite sides of the Church 
during the hours of Worship. 

“ The country is said to be covered 
with gardens, abounding with a great 
variety of fruits. The men are chiefly 
engaged in cultivation, and the women 
in spinning. 

“ Within the last ten years a School 
has been established, m which the 
average attendance of boys is about 
thirty. There is also a separate Scheol 
for girls, consisting of but a few 
scholars ; sometimes not more than 
three in number. In these Schools 
are taught the Four Gospels, (the 
names of which they repeated dis- 
tinctly), the Psalms, and other books. 
The scholars are taken to Church 
morning and evening. 

“ These two men seem:honest and 
simple men; and well acquainted 
with the truths of Christianity, though 
quite deficient in reading and writing. 
On being asked occasionally what 
success they had met with, they would 
invariably reply, in the most artless 
and uuaffected manner, as if it was 
their ordinary style of speaking of 
their benefits and mercies, “* God has 
given us,” so much more—mention- 
ing the amount. It is possible that 
their story may be fabricated; and, 
if so, 1400 rupees, though given 
from the best of motives, and, as such, 
not Loosing their reward, have been 
unhappily misapplied ; but, if other- 
wise, how great the privilege to have 
ministered to the wants of a people 
who deserve an interest in the alms 
and the prayers of the whule Chris- 
tian World !” 


THE PSALMS. 


Extracts from the New Family Bible now 
publishing by 1’. & J. Swords, under the 
direction of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. 

ithi e added to this edition 

CT nen eee 
Psarm XXIM ©The sweetness of many 

of the Psaims in composition, sentiment, 

diction, and arrangement, has never been 
equalled by the finest productions of hea- 
then poetry. And, I must confess, 1 never 
met with any image so truly pleasing and 
delightful, as the following description of 
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the Deity in the character of a shepherd. 
Bp. Lowth. 


Ver. 1 The Lorp is my shepherd ; 
I shall not want. 


[1. The Lord is my shepherd; &c.] In 
these words, the believer is taught to ex- 
press his absolute acquiescence and com- 
placency in the guardian care of the great 
Pastor of the Universe; the Redeemer, 
and Preserver of men. With joy he re- 
flects, that he has a “Shepherd ;” and 
that that Shepherd is Jewovaa; one pos- 
sessed of all the qualities requisite to 
constitute the pastoral character in the 
highest perfection. For where shall we 
find such unexampled diligence, such in- 
expressible tenderness, such exquisite 
skill, such all-subduing might, and such 
unwearied patience? Why should they fear 
who have such a friend? How can they 
“want,” who have such a * Shepherd i” 
Bp. Horne.) 


2 He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures: he leadeth me beside 
the still waters. 


(2. He maketh me to lie downir. green 
pastures: &c.] The loveliest image af- 
forded by the natural world is here re- 
presented to the imagination; that: of a 
flock, feeding in verdant meadows, and 
teposing in quietness by the rivers of wa- 
ter, running gently through them. Itis 
selected, to convey an idea of the provi- 
sion made for the souls as well as bodies 
of men by his goodness, who “ openeth 
his hand, and filleth all things living 
with plenteousness.” Bp. Horne. ] 


3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth 
me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake. 


[To “restore,” or bring back those 
that had “gone astray,” that is, in other 
words, to “ call sinners to repentance,” 
was the employment of him, who, in the 
parable of the “ lost sheep,” representeth 
himself as executing that part of the pas- 
toral office. By the same kind hand, 
when “ restored,” they are thenceforward 
led in “the path of righteousness ;” in 
the way of holy obedience. Bp. Horie. ] 


4 Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for thou arf with me; 
thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 


[To apprehend the scenery in this verse, 
we must conceive the Church militant 
and the Church triumphant as two moun- 
tains, between which lieth the “ valley of 
the shadow of death,” necessary to be 
passed by those who would go from one 
to the other. Over all that region of 
dreariness and desolation, extendeth the 
empire of the king of terrors, and the 
believer alone “ feareth no eyil” in his 


passage through it; because he is con- 
ducted by “that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, whom God brought again from the 
dead ;” Heb. xiii. 20; and who can, there- 
fore, show us the path of life through the 
vale of death. In all our dangers and dis- 
tresses, but chiefly in our last and greatest 
need, let “ thy rod,” the seeptre of thy 
kingdom, O Lord, protect us, and thy 
pastoral “ staff” guide and support our 
steps; till, through the dreadful valley, 
we pass to the heavenly mountain, on 
which St. John saw “the Lamb standing 
with a great multitude redeemed from 
the earth,” Rev. xiv. 1. Bp. Horne. ] 


5 Thou preparest a table before 
me in the presence of mine enemies: 
thou anointest my head with oil: my 
cup runneth over. 


[Another set of images borrowed from 
a “ feast,” is introduced to give us ideas 
of these cordials and comforts prepared 
to cheer and invigorate the fainting soul ; 
while, surrounded by “enemies,” it is ac- 
complishing its pilgrimage through life ; 
during which time its sorrows and afflic- 
tions are alleviated and sweetened by the 
joys and consolations of the Holy One; 
by the feast of a good conscience; by the 
bread of life, the “ oil” of gladness, and 
the “cup” of salvation, still full and 
‘running over.” Bp. Horne. ] 


6 Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: 
and [ will dwell in the house of the 
Lorp for ever. 


[6. Surely eoodness andmercy &c.] The 
Lord our Saviour will provide for us en 
earth, and conduct us to heaven; where 
we shall dwell to “ length of days,” even 
the days of eternity, “* one fold under one 
Shepherd :” a fold into which no enemy 
enters, and from which no friend departs : 
where we shall rest from all our labours, 
and see a period to all our sorrows : where 
the voice of praise and thanksgiving is 
heard continually ; where all the faithful, 
from Adam to his last born son, shall 
meet together to behold the face of Jesus, 
and to be blessed with the vision of the’ 
Almighty: where “we shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more, neither 
shall the sun light on us, nor any heat. 
But the Lamb, which is in the midst of the 
throne, shall feed us, and lead us to liv. 
ing fountains of waters,” Rev. vii. 16, 17. 
Bp. Horne. ] 


The natural homage which such a crea- 
ture as man bears to an infinitely wise and 
good God, is a firm reliance on him for 
the blessings and conveniences of life, and 
an habitual trust in him for deliverance 
out of allsuch dangers and difficulties as 
may befalus. The man who always lives 
in this disposition of mind, when ke re- 
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filects upon his own weakness and imper- 
fection, comforts himself with the con- 
templation of those Divine attributes 
which are employed for his safety and 
welfare. He finds his want of foresight 
made up by the omniscience of him who 
ishis support. He is not sensible of his 
own want of strength, when he knows that 
his helper is A!mighty. In short, the per- 
son who has a firm trust on the Supreme 
Being, is powerful in his power, wise by 
his wisdom, happy by his happiness. He 
reaps the benefit of every Divine attribute, 
and loses his own insufficiency in the ful- 
ness of Infinite Perfection. Addison. 


REE 
Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, (in England.) 
REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1819. 

The Domestic Proceedings of the 
Society, for the Year, will be here 
stated :— 

Receipts and Payments. 


The Benefactions, Legacies, Sub- 
scriptions, Rents, and Annuities of 


+ 


the Year, have amounted to 772. 7s., 


Dividends on Stock, to 41071. Os. 2d., 
and the Annual Grant from Parlia- 
ment for the North-American Colo- 
nies, to 7762/. 10s.—making the In- 
come of the Year 12,6411. 17s. 2d. 

These are the Current Receipts 
of the Year, and are independent of 
the Collections made under the au- 
thority of the King’s Letter. A List 
of these Collections, which occupies 
120 pages, is given with the present 
Report; but they are not yet brought 
to account by the Board. 

The Expenditure has been 15,9507. 
6s.9d. This sum consists of the fol- 
lowing items :— 





Salaries and Grantsto £ 8. d. 
Missionaries, 13,028 11 9 
Salaries to School- 
masters, 823 0 10 
Pensions, 500 90 0 
Exhibitions to Scho- 
lars at the College 
and Academy in No- 
va-Scotia, 613 4 2 
Books sent abroad, 172 5 8 
Salaries, Printing, & 
Incidentals, _ 818 4 4 
£.15,950 6 9 





District Committees. 


The Society has formed Local As- 
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sociations in support of its designs, 
and identified these Committees with 
those of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge on this subject. 

In furtherance of the designs of 
the Society to procure additional and 
permanent support from the public, in 
the extension of their operations to 
the most distant parts of the Globe, it 
was recommended to the District 
Committees, in aid of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, to 
form themselves into similar Com- 
mittees, in aid of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts. ‘These suggestions have, in a 
variety of instances, been entertained 
with the most perfect cordiality, and 
have already been productive of es- 
sential advantages. In a future year, 
when the arrangements of the Com. 
mittees have attained greater matu- 
rity, the attention of the public may 
be drawn to them separately. 

At a meeting of the Board, held 
on the 21st of January, it was agreed— 

That the District Committees be 
imvited to turn their attention to the 
important object of recommending to 
the Society orthodox and pious Cler- 
gymen, who may be disposed to offer 
their services in the North-American 
Colonies, or in the new scene of ope- 
rations which has lately been open- 
ed to the views of the Society in Afri- 
ca and the eastern part of the Globe. 


Address to the Public. 


An Address to the Public con- 
cludes the Report, the greater part of 
which is here given, as it presents a 
general view of the state and prospects 
of the Society :— 

The Society cannot close their Re- 
port, without an endeavour again to 
draw the attention of the Public to the 
great and important objects for which 
they were originally incorporated ; 
and to the religicus benefits which, 
threugh their instrumentality, have 
been conferred. for a succession of 
years, upon a Jarge portion of the 
globe. It may with great truth be 
affirmed, that the existence of the 
Charch of Ergland throughout the 
North-American Countries, as_ well 
in our present Dependencies as in the 
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Provinces comprehended under the 
name of the United States, is entire- 
ly owing to the exertions of the So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Goes- 
pe! in Foreign Parts: and it 1s confi- 
denily believed, that an appeal to the 
liberality of those who value that pure 
Form ot Worship, and those funda- 
mental Doctrines of Christianity, 
which have ever been inculeated by 
the Ministers of its Communion, will 
not be made in vain. The grounds 
of this confidence are laid, in the pub- 
lic acknowledgment of the various 
services of the Society, in the increase 
of good order and morality, by all the 
public autherities, wheresvever its in- 
fluence has spread ; and in the grow- 
ing wants of those territories, to 
which the tide of emigration has so 
rapidly flowed. During the last year, 
ten thousand emigrants landed at the 
port of Quebec only ; suffering under 
every privation, which a long voyage 
and inadequate means of support could 
inflict. The Provinces of Nova-Sco 
tia and New-Brunswick have been 
inundated to a stil! greater extent.— 
The poverty, which has driven these 
people from their native land, to seek 
shelter and provision in the unculti- 
vated regions of the North, forbids 
any expectation even ot the most 
scanty provision to be derived from 
their exertions for a Spiritua! Instrne- 
tor. A British Pablic, sensibie of the 
value of these ministrations, will not 
allow their less fortunate brethren to 
live without that assistance with 
which they themselves are blessed, 
and gratefully acknowledge to be the 
source of comfort here, and a guide 
to eternal life hereafter. 

The Southern parts of Africa offer 
to the benevolent heart the same 
field for its charitable efforts, in an 
increasing population destitute of 
every means of providing for their 
spiritual wants; large and unculti- 
vated regions will be the scene of in- 
cessant toil and labour, leaving to the 
Colonist little 'eisure for the improve- 
ment of himself and family in the 
knowledge and practice of religion. 
Unsupported by the benevolence of 
others, and unprovided with a Chris- 
tian Minister, his own sense of reli- 


gion will diminish day by day; and 
the next generation may have to la- 
ment their ignorance of the true 
doctrines of salvation. The Society 
have not failed to make such repre- 
sentations to his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, as it is hoped may induce them 
to settle the Ecclesiastical Establish- 
ment on such foundation as may se- 
cure its prosperity in future ages: in 
the mean time, it will have to look for 
support, during the infancy of the 
Colony, to the benevolence of a Bri- 
tish Public. A pledge has been given 
to the Government, that the Suciet 

will use its best endeavours to furniah 
the Atrican Settlements with Mis- 
sionaries duly qualified for their im- 
portant charge: and it is confidently 
expected, that the Public at large will 
enable them to redeem that pledge. 

‘The Society are not insensible to 
the great and extended liberality 
which has been evinced in the gene- 
ral collections of the preceding year, 
at the invitation of the Highest Au- 
thorities of the realm. It will he ad- 
mitted, however, that the great Fast- 
ern Peninsula «fflers a field for the 
full employment of the whole of those 
resources; and that where an impres- 
sion isto be made on the minds of 
men still unprepared for the reception 
of Divine Truth, greater exertions 
will be required, and greater demands 
wil! necessarily be made on the funds 
appropriated to that purp:se. 

It is the wish of the Society to en- 
large the list of Annual Contributors; 
and to form a Fund, on which they 
may piace a dependance for the future 
support of their Missionaries: and 
they earnestly intreat their friends to 
invite the attention of the Public to 
this special purpose—ca! ling the more 
opulent te become Asseciated Mem- 
bers, and those in lower circumstances 
for smaller contributions: thus creat- 
ing, throughout the country, an in- 
terest in the success of those opera- 
tions, which have: hitherto been the 
blessed means of diffusing Christianity, 
in its purest form, through the vast re- 
gions of Nurth-America, and are now 
propesed to be extended to the other 
quarters of the globe. 

St. Martin's Library, March 17, 1820. 
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The List of Contributing and As- 
sociated Members contains 345 names. 
When the local influence of District 
Comiunittees comes to he fully exerted, 
this List will, we doubt not, be abun- 
dantly augmented. 


> 
Observations on the Principal Days in 
November, 1820. 
Wenpnespay, the Ist. 
All-Saints. 

Saint is a term which signifies holy, 
and is frequently applied in Scripture to 
the members generally of the Churcn 
of Christ, in consideration of the holi- 
ness of the spiritual society with which 
they are connected. In a more re- 
stricted sense, it denotes the charac- 
ter of those who duly appreciate the 
privileges, and are faithful to the ob- 
ligations, of union with the mystical 
body of the Redeemer. It is to praise 
God for the grace which enables men 
to attain to this character, for the 
good examples which have been thus 
afforded. and for the glory that has 
thus redounded to his holy name ; 
to propose to ourselves the lives of 
the godly as patterns for imitation ; 
and humbly to ask for the directing 
and furthering influences of the. Holy 
Spirit, that we may be enabled to 
follow them—that this comprehensive 
festival is established by the Church. 

It should lead us to meditate on the 
characters and virtues of “ the goodly 
fellowshp of the Prophets, the glorious 
company of the Apostles, the noble 
army of Martyrs,” and all the faithful 
servants of Ged, whom the Holy 
Scriptures represent to have attained, 
by grace through faith, to the exalted 
rank of Saints. We should delight 
to call to mind the faithful members 
of “ the Holy Church, throughout all 
the world,” who have adorned it by 
their lives, edified it by their doctrines, 
maintained its hallowed cause by their 
exertions and zeal, stood forth as the 
defenders of its purity and unity, or 
suffered and died in its behalf. Very 
appropriate, too, on this day, is pious re- 
collection of the examples of those dear 
friends and relatives, who may have 
been removed from our fond embraces 
to the paradise of God. Trying as 
Vou. LV. 





All-Sainés. 
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may be the sense of bereavement, 
with which this recollection will be 
coupled, there cannot but also be in- 
duced resignation to the will of God, 
who has seen fit to take them, a little 
before us, to an infinite removal from 
the troubles and trials of this mortal 
life, to a state of unalloyed happiness, 
in which we may meet them, never 
again to Sd, oe 
These holy recollections should pro- 
duce, first, the lauding of God’s name 
for the glory that has thus been 


-brought to him, and the honour that 


has thus beea paid, and the benefit 
that has thus accrued, to the cause of 
his religion and his Church, They 
should animate us to a holy resolution 
and effort to follow his blessed Saints 
in all godliness of living. They should 
encourage us by the exhibition of the 
glorious sufficiency of that grace, 
whereby frail and sinful man may 
attain to holiness and virtue. They 
should lead us to seek that grace in 
all appointed ways, that thereby our 
moral agency may be sanctified and 
directed to the cherishing of the faith, 
piety, devotion, and charity, which 
constitute that holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord—enjoy the 
smiles of his favour here, or the in- 
effable vision of his glory hereafter. 
This festival brings to mind that 
interesting article of our faith—* The 
Communion. of Saints’—not only 
their common participation of the 
blessings of the Church militant—its 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
divine rule of doctrine and practice, 
one ministry of reconciliation, one 
Source of sanctifying and saving grace, 
whence it flows through ordinances 
that form a firm‘and common bond of 
union ; but, also, the more exalted fel- 
lowship of the members of the Church 
on earth, with those of the Church 
above. “The family” whichis named 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,” exists both 
“in heaven and earth.”* The mem- 
bers of the Christian Church are come, 
not only into the society of fellow- 
members on earth, but, also, “ to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the 
general assembly and church of the 





¢ Ephes. iii, 14,15. 
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first born, which are written in heaven, 
and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect.’”* 

Christians ! how heed you this dis- 
tinguished honour ? How dv you con- 
form to society so holy and so pure ? 
Will it be a light matter, think ye, to 
shame it by the unholiness and im- 
purity of your lives, or treat it with 
Beglect and contempt by bringing to 
it insensibility to the exalted privile- 

es, and awful responsibility to which 
it calls you? tn this seciety, will ye 
be cold and indifferent to the glory 
of God, the high interests of his 
Church, and the eternal weltare of 
his intelligent creatures? Ah! your 
union with this society on earth is but 
a probation for its continuance in 
heaven. And if that. be not secured, 
there wiil be but one other portion, 
the deyrading, and eternally miserable 
society of the devil and his angels ; 
in which, instead of the glorious halle- 
lujahs to Ged and the Lamb, which 
will be the eternal and blissful employ- 
ment of the Church triumphant, 
weeping, and wailing, and gnashing 
of teeth, will be your’s everlastingly. 


Tuurspay, the 2d. 
Thanksgiving-Day. 

This day, being “the first Thursday 
in November, (or, if any other day be 
appointed by the civil authority, then 
such day’’) is directed by our Church, 
to “be observed as a Day of Thanks- 
giving to Almighty God, for the fruits 
of the earth, and all other blessings of 
his merciful Providence.”+ 

That it is proper to set apart special 
times for grateful acknowledgment of 
mercies, for which we should always 
be thankful, is a proposition se sound 
in the judgment of an enlightened un- 
derstanding, and so welcome to the 
feelings of a pious heart, that it re- 
ceives the cordial assent of the great 
body of professing Christians, and has 
ever had the sanction of both ecclesi- 
astica! and civil authority. A sclemn 
season of praise is calculated to fix 
most strongly in the mind those af- 


* Heb. xii. 22, 25. 
+ Directions appended to the Tables of 
Festivals and Fasts in the Prayer Book. 





fections of gratitude, love, hope, and 
trust, whose natural effect is piety and 
purity of heart. Who can rise from 
reflection on the varied mercies of 
a kind and beneficent Providence, 
without a resolution to be faithful and 
obedient to so good a God, and with- 
out feelings of horror for the ingrati- 
tude which must mark every violation 
of his holy will and laws? 

Very salutary, then, is the practi- 
cal effect of faithful observance of this 
prescription of the Church, often se- 
conded by the recommendation of 
civil authority It should lead us to 
devout reflection on the reasons which 
exist for making our returns of thanks- | 
giving. They are, first,-“ the fruits 
of the earth,” and the unnumbered 
comforts and conveniences which they 
impart. Every day blessings are thage 
of which we are most prone to lose 
sight. Against this we should endea- 
vour toe guard; and remember that 
every meal we eat, andevery garment 
we wear, is produced to us by the power 
and love of God, manitested in the 
profoudly myster} us operations wheree 
by the productions of the earth receive 
the commencement, the progression, 
and the maturity of their growth and 
fitness for our use, either directly, or, 
by an equally mysterious process, 
through the medium of the animal 
creation. In these operations, air, 
light, heat, and moisture, are all made 
instrumental, and so controlled in 
their respective degrees of influence, 
as to preduce an effectual security 
against the too profuse, or too sparing 
action of either, which would be injuri- 
ous or destructive. 

Thus has there been a wonderful 
combination of natural causes, all or- 
dered and governed by the great God 
himself, for bringing to us any, even 
the least, comfort which we derive, 
directly or indirectly, from the fruits 
of the earth. Of what an immense 
plan of loving-kindness, therefore, is 
man the subject every day of his exis- 
tence! Suppose, that but for one 
season, God should withhold even a 
single particular in the ten thousand 
circumstances that must co-operate to 
bring the fruits of the earth to a state 
of fitness for our use, and what widely 
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cpread misery, wretchedness, and de- 
struction must ensue! And, OG, dv we 
not deserve this? Are we thankful as 
we should be? Do we feel that we 
are? Do our lives show that we are? 
But, besides “ the fruits of the 
earth,” we are now called to thank 
Almighty God for all other bless- 
ings of his merciful Proidence.” Let, 
then, each ove seriously reflect on.the 
claims his Maker has to this return. 
Let him reflect on his individual, 
domestic, social, civil, and religious 
blessinys. Let him ask if he isin the 
enjoyment of health and competency, 
or has the means of comfortable sub- 
sistence. Let him ask, should bereave- 
ment or misfortune have been assign- 
ed him, if his lot has nut mingled with 
it so much to alleviate, so much still 
to warrant hope, so much to induce 
cheerful resignation, as favourably to 
distinguish him from multitudes of 
fellow-sufferers, and still to call for 
| degree and love. Let him survey 
is domestic relations, and appreciate 
the joys and comforts they afford. 
Let him reflect on the happiness af- 
forded by his more extensive social 
and friendly intercourse. Let him 
turn his view to his country, its re- 
lizious, political, and lifgrary advanta- 
Bes its natural and acquired facilities 
or prosperity, strength, and honour. 
Let him especially call to mind that 
most inestimable of all blessings, the 
religion of the Son of God, which iim- 
parts to ite faithful f llowers peace and 
yey that the world can neither give 
nor take away ; which adds sweetness 
to the endearments of domestic and of 
social life ; which is the surest, and only 
sure, source of civil happiness and 
prosperity; which, besides the psi- 
tive enjoyment that the devout observ- 
ance of its duties, and the faithful 
cherishing of its spirit, add to the lot 
of man, however blessed in his tempo- 
ral concerns—ministers joy, and hope, 
and consolation in the severest trials 
of his earthly pilgrimage, when all 
comfort from beneath the skies is 
miserable indeed; and especially in that 
most severe, when the world, and ail 
things in it, recede and disappear, and 
eternity and judgment are full to the 


soul’s view. Let him reflect on the 
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means with which he is blessed for 
attaining to the knowledge, and for 
cultivating the spirit of this best 
companion, guide, and friend to 
man, while passing his probationary 
term. 

Such reflections, it cannot be doubt. 
ed, will lead to a sense of dependence 
upon God, and of obligation for hig 
kindness, which will render welcome 
t» a heart possessed of sensibility and 
piety, the faithful observance of a day 
of solemn thanksgiving, They will 
present to it such a view of loving- 
kimdness and tender mercies, as will 
engage the most devout and ardent 
aff-ctions in lauding and magnifying 
the holy name of Gud Most High. 

And let it be seriously remembered, 
that if the mercies of Ged have not 
the effect of producing a grateful re- 
turn, they will not merely be lost upon 
us, but even tend to our greater guilt 
and condemnation, by thus involving 
us in ingratitude—the blackest of hu- 
man crimes. 

But the return must not be only that 
of the lips. This, if alone, will be 
but abomination in the sight of God, 
and can only inflame his anger for 
its hypocrisy The heart must feel, 
and the life must show, that we are 
thankful. The best and holiest affec- 
tions of our souls must be devoted to 
the sacrifice of praise; and in our 
characters and conduct, we must exe 
hibit the influence of God’s goodness 
in redounding to his own glory We 
must benefit, or we shail be unspeake 
ably injured, by the mercies of heaven. 
Let us, then, bear in mind, that 
by whatever blessings our individual, 
domestic, social, civil, and religious 
situations may be attended, they cone 
stitute as many calis and means, for 
faithfulness in the respective duties 
those situations impose. To disre- 
gard these calls, and neglect these 
means, involve ingratitude and in- 
sensibility, for which we ought to 
blush, and awful danger, at which 
we ought to shudder. The cons 
trary course will add largely to what- 
ever of enjoyment may be in our lot ; 
mitigate the trials with which we may 
be visited; open to us unspeakable 
consvlations here, and the gloriow 
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prospect of having the temporal bless- 
ings of our G d, a prelude to those 
infinitely more rich and exaited, which 
are eternal. 


Tuurspay, the 30th. 


St. Andrew, the Apostle. 


This Apostle was the brother of St. 
Peter, and cailed to be a follower of 
J-sus at the same time with him.* He 
appears to have been prepared, for the 
readiness he manifested tu obey this 
call, by a previous interview with 
Christ, rec: rdedin St, John i. 35—42. 
He was a disciple of St. J. hn the Bap- 
tist, and standing with him when Jesus 
was passing, heard his Master bear tes- 
timony to him as “the Lamb of God.” 
He, and another disciple of the Bap- 
tis‘, who was in company with him, 
immediately followed Jesus, and ac- 
cepted an invitation to his dwelling, 
where they spent the remainder of the 
day. ‘The interview thus vccasioned, 
satisfied him that Jesus was the long 
predicted Messiah. Full of joy and 
admiration at having been blessed 
with the society of such a personage, 
he immediately finds his brother, and 
communicates to him the welcome in- 
telligcence—“ We have found the Mes- 
sias.” Anxious that his brother should 
share the privilege and honour, he 
brings himtc Jesus. Some time after, 
they were beth called to the apostle- 
ship. 

As St. Andrew was thus the first 
Apostle who had an interview with 
our Lord, he has been designated, in 
the Church, as the first called disciple, 
although the call of his brother was 
contemporaneous with his. The festi- 
val devoted to his memory stands, 
therefore, first in the order of Saints’- 
Days in the ecclesiastical year. 

The above brief notices of this 
Apostie are the principal ones afford- 
ed by the Holy Scriptures. The par- 
ticulars of his ministry, as of that of 
several of his colleagues, are but little 
known, and remain to be revealed in 
that day, when the good and faithful 
servants of their God will receive due 
honour before the assembled universe. 


——— 
— 





* St. Matt. iv. 18, 


In finding the Messias, the Christ, 
he experienced not merely the joy and 
satisfaction arising from the honour 
and privilege of having been allowed 
to see and converse with him in his 
human form, but those infinitely higher 
emotions which were excited by dis- 
covering his sufficiency as a spiritual 
friend and companion, and being ad- 
mitted to the exalted honour, and rich 
blessing, of holding spiritual com- 
munion with him. And thus he may 
be found by every one who seeks him 
aright—who feels his need of him— 
who reposes his whole trust upon his 
mercy— who faithfully uses the means 
he has appointed for union and inter- 
course with hini—and. in the use of 
these means, disclaiming all trust in 
the merit of their performance, hopes 
only in his undeserved compassion and 
acceptance. 

Christians ! have you thus found 
your Saviour; found him sufficient 
for all your spiritual necessities, and 
altogether equal to the carrying of 
you safely through the troubles and 
trials of this life, to the glories of 
eternity? Have you found him the 
source of peace, and joy, and comfort ? 
Have you found him the sanctifier, by 
his grace, of your hearts, the purifier 
of your lives, the subduer of your un- 
holy, uncharitable, selfish, and vain- 
glorious tempers? If not: remember 
it is your own fault. It will be your 
own fault—O reflect on the awful 
consequences—if you are called to 
leave the world without having found 
Christ to be your sufficient and all- 
gracious Saviour. He is not far from 
every one of us. He waits that he may 
be gracious. He has pointed out to us 
how he would be sought. He enables 
us, and stands ready to confer increased 
ability, thus to seek him, if we will. 
But if we will not, our’s is the dread 
ful guilt, and just will be the horrible 
punishinent that must ensue. 

If we have truly found Christ, we 
will strive, like the Saint whose me- 
mory is this day dear to the Church, to 
show our regard for the inestimable 
blessing, by consecrating to him our- 
selves, our souls, and bodies, all that 
we are, and ali that we have. Like his, 
too, our hearts will be enlarged by eme- 
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tions of pious solicitude, that others 
may share with us the exalted privi- 
lege. How amiable, how heavenly, 
was his fraternal affection, when this 
blessed saint, having sought out his 
brother, “ brought him to Jesus !” 
And hew can consanguinity or friend- 
ship dictate emotions or ‘acts of 
warmer love and more genuine kind- 
ness, than a desire and endeavour to 
bring to Jesus those who are near and 
dear ; to make them fee! their need of 
him; humbly seek him, and faithfully 
devote themselves to him! This is 
acting, indeed, a faithful and an affec- 
tionate part. It is doing that, of which, 
if God succeed it, time itself cannot 
comprise halt the blessings ; and the 
holy, happy tendency, is to pure and 
ardent affection, in kind proportioned, 
and in duration equal, tothe joys of 
heaven. 





Delusions of Mind under which the 
Hindoos labour. 

(From the Missionary Register for Jaly, 1820.) 

Miserascy has the understanding of 
the Hindoos suffered! They think 
that they can have no happiness, un- 
less they find out what God did before 
he created the world. They think 
themselves to have no knowledge, un- 
less they know the origin of sin. They 
search after the nature of God: and 
they pretend to find him in their breast ; 
in their brain; in a straw; and they 
think that they have nothing of him, 
unless they have been absorbed in 
him; and all this, while they have not 
the least desire after a proper know- 
ledge of his will, and conformity to 
that will. They see—hear—walk— 
act; yet there is noreality in all this! 
Lhey transact business, as a sort of 


non-entities ; and fancy themselves, 


with all their wickedness and deceit, 
to be so many little gods! The whole 
Hindoo population, with all their 
manners, customs, and ceremonies, 
are like a theatre, where men appear, 
and are not ; where all is play and de- 
ception to the eye. 

How necessary is it, therefore, for 
a Missionary to dive into these mys- 
teries, in order to bring the Torch of 
Truth,-in his preaching, into the dark 
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recesses of the ideas of the Hindoos ! 
He must study their notions and views; 
and must adapt his conversation to 
them; if he does not do this, there is 
no probability whatever of their under- 
standing us clearly : and hence is ma- 
nifest the necessity of much conversa- 
tion with the people, and of studying 
the books which have formed their 
minds. 
—_—_—as 


Superstitions of the People within the 
Ganges under the late Epidemic. 


(From the same.) 


“ A Brahmin gave me,” writes Mr. 
Rhenius, “ the following account of 
their views of the cause of the malady 
under which the people are now suffer- 
ing :—* In-ancient times, Mariemma, 
an evil goddess,thirsted after the blood 
of men ; and, in order to get the power 
to satisfy her desire, she went to 
Siva, and made a great penance be- 
fore him. Siva asked her what she de- 
sired? She answered, ‘ Give me the 
power of killing men.’ So he gave it to 
her. From that time she goes about 
in the land, on her shocking profession. 
This is the Cholera Morbus. Some- 
times she gets sorry, as it were, at her 
cruel desires; and, repenting, retires 
to a mountain, where she stays, inac- 
tive, for ten or twelve years: but then 
breaks forth with new fury upon men. 
Hence come the intervals of the ra- 
vages of the Epidemic.’ 

“To remain free from her attacks, 
they relate further, that “ when the 
semi-gods and Rishi saw the destruc- 
tion which Mariamma made in the 
earth, they came with great lamenta- 
tion before Siva, complaining against 
her, and saying, ‘ Why did you give 
such power to her?’ Siva answered, 
‘ She made so great a penance, that I 
was obliged to grant her request. But 
in order that there may be a deliver- 
ance from, and a defence against, her 
power, I give you here a Mantra (a 
prayer) which will secure any body 
that prays it.” Together with this Man- 
tra, they have to perform certain cere- 
monies, offering oblations of rice,” &c. 

“Thus are these poor people de- 
ceived; and their hearts become steel- 
ed against all impressions of the truth. 
















































































































































































































































































850 Account of tie Saadhs. 


“ The leaves of a certain tree are 
thought very agreeable to Mariamma, 
and powerful enough to prevent her 
attacks. The people thread them, 
therefore, on a string; and tie it 
across the street, particularly at the 
entrance of their houses, where they 
place also some oblations to her.” 


On this subject, the Rev. Cornelius 
Traveller also communicates some 
intelligence. He writes, under date 
of Oct. 12, 1819— 

“From the awful Epidemic which 
has afflicted the people around us, the 
Heathen are both alarmed and sen- 
sibly concerned. Great efforts are 
made to appease their deities. Offer- 
ings, the most extravagant, of almost 
every kind, have been presented to 
them. It would make your heart 
bleed tosee numbers surrounding their 
Pagan altars, to officiate in an unpro- 
pitiating sacrifice, and blindly follow- 
ing the mandates of a crafty Priest. 
I have witnessed, at different temples, 
hundreds—men, women, and children 
—thus infatuated: pouring forth their 
libations of blood before their hideous 
idols, and vainly attempting to assuage 
the wrath of an unknown God, by ser- 
vices in which neither the jadgment is 
informed nor the heart affected. 

“ You will scarcely give credit to 
what Lrelate «f the conduct observed 
by these deluded creatures. A num- 
ber of people, sometimes a whole vil- 
lage, will, at the instigation of the 
Priest, arm themselves with swords 
and other instruments of destruction, 
and parade through every part of it; 
brandishing their weapons in the air, 
beating their drums, and shouting 
with the vehemence of madmen, with 
a view to expel this disease from 
the borders. You may behold, across 
every door and through every street, 
smal! branches of a peculiar kind of 
tree tied together, in order to protect 
them from its ravages ! 

“ Tf these are not arguments for in- 
creased exertion, and for more ear- 
nest supplication to God, that he 
would scatter the ignorance of the 
people, and save them from the awful 
consequences attendant on such prac- 
tices, I know of none that are.” 


[No. 11. 


Some Account of the Saadhs, by 
W.H.Trant, Esq. 
(From the same.) 

In March, 1816, I went, with two 
other gentlemen, from Futtyghur, on 
the invitation of the principal persons 
of the sect, to witness an assemblage 
of them, for the purpose of Religious 
Worship in the city of Furrukhabad ; 
the general meeting of the sect being, 
that year, in that city. 

The assembly took place within the 
court-yard of a large house. The 
number of men, women, and chil- 
dren, was considerable. We were 
received with great attention; and 
chairs were placed for us in front of 
the hall. Atter some time, when the 
place was quite full of people, the 
worship commenced. It consisted 
solely in the chanting of a hymn; this 
being the only mode of public wor- 
ship used by the Saadhs. 

At subsequent periods, I made par- 
ticular inquiries relative to the relix 
givus opinions and practices of this 
sect; and was frequently visited by 
Bhuwanee Dos, the principal person 
of the sect in the city of Furrukha- 
bad. 

The following is the substance of 
the account given by Bhuwanee Dos, 
of the origin of the sect :— 

About the Su::but year 1600, or 
177 years ago, a person named Beer- 
bhan, inhabitant of Beejhasur, near 
Narnoul, in the province of Delhi, 
received a miraculous communication 
from Ooda Dos, teaching him the 
particulars of the religion now pro- 
fessed by the Saadhs. Ovoda Dos, at 
the same time, gave te Beerbhan 
marks by which he might know him 
on his re-appearance: 1 That what- 
ever he foretold should happen. 2. 
That no shadow should be cast from 
his figure. 3. That he would tell 
him his thoughts. 4. That he would 
be suspended between heaven and 
earth. 5. That he would bring the 
dead to life. 

Bhuwanee Dos presented me with 
a copy of the “ Pothee” or religious 


book of the Saadhs, written in a kind 
of verse, in the Thenth Hindee Dia- 
lect; and he fully explained to me_the 
leading points of their religion. 
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The Saadhs utterly reject and ab- 
hor all kinds of idolatry; and the 
Ganges is considered by them with no 
greater veneration than by Christians, 
although the Converts are made 
chiefly, if not entirely, from among 
the Hindvos, whom they resemble in 
outward appearance. Their name 
for God is “ Sutgur ;” and Saadh, the 
2 a of the sect, means servant 
0 


God. They are pure Deists ; and 


their form of worship is most simple, 
as I have already stated. 

The Saadhs resemble the Quakers, 
in their customs, in a remarkable d+ 
gree. 

Ornament and gay apparel, of every 
kind, are strictly prohibited. Their 
dress is always white. 

They never make any obeisance or 
salam. 

They will not take an oath; and 
they are exempted in the Courts of 
Justice ; their asseveration, as that of 
the Quakers, being considered equi- 
valent. 

The Saadhs profess to abstain from 
all luxuries; such as tobacco, paun, 
opium, and wine. They never have 
nauches, or dancing. 

All attack on man or beast is for- 
bidden ; bat, in self-defence, resistance 
is allowable. 

Industry is strongly enjoined. The 
Saadhs, like the Quakers, take great 
care of their poor and infirm people. 
To receive assistance out of the 
* punt” or tribe, would be reckoned 
disgraceful ; and render the offender 
liable to excommunication. 

All parade of worship is forbidden. 
Secret prayer is commended. Alms 
should be unostentatious: they are 
not to be done that they should be 
seen of men. 

The due regulation of the tongue 
is a principal duty. 

The chief seats of the Saadh Sect 
are Delhi, Agra, Jypore, and Fur- 
rukhabad ; but there are several of the 
sect scattered over the country.— 
An annual meeting takes place at one 
or other of the cities above-mention- 
ed, at which the concerns of the sect 
are settled. 

The Magistrate of Furrukhabad 
informed me, that he had fownd the 
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Saadhs an orderly and well-conducted 
people. They are chiefly engaged in 
trade. 

Bhuwanee D:s was anxious to be- 
come acquainted with the Christian 
Religion ; and I gave him some copies 
of the New Testament, in Persian 
and Hindoostanee, which he said he 
had read, and shewn to his people, 
and much approved. I had no copy 
of the Old Testament, in any lan- 
guage which he understond well ; but, 
as he expressed a strong desire to 
know the account of the Creation as 
given in it, I explained it to him from 
the Arabic Versions, of which he 
knew a little. 1 pr: mised to procure 
him a Persian or Hirdoostanee Old 
Testament, if possible. 

I am of opinion, that the Saadhs 
are a very interesting people; and 
that an intelligent: and zealous Mis- 
sionary would find great facility in 
communicating with them. 


ORDINATIONS. 


On the 4th Sunday after Easter, 
April 30th, the Right Rev. Bishop 
Moore held an Ordination in St. Panl’s 
Church, Edenton, (N. C ) and admit- 
ted William Hooper and Thomas 
Wright to the holy order of Deacons, 
and the Rev. Richard S. Mason, Dea- 
con, Minister of Christ Church, New- 
bern, (N. C.) to that of Priests. An 
appropriate discourse was delivered 
by the Rev. Adam Empie, Rector. of 
e James’s Church, Wilmington, 

. C. 

On "si 2d Sunday after Trinity, 
June 11th, the Right Rev. Bishop 
Chase held an Ordination at Wor- 
thington, (Ohiv’), and admitted Philan- 
der Chase, jun. Protessor in the 
Worthington College, to the holy ore 
der of Deacons. Morning prayer was 
conducted by the Rev. Samuel John- 
ston, Minister of Christ Church, Cin- 
cinnati, and an appropriate discourse 
delivered by the Rev. Intrepid Morse, 
Minister of St. James’s Church, Zanes- 
ville, and St. Paul’s, Steubenville. 

On Friday, October 20th, the Right 
Rey. Bishop Hobart held an Ordina-~ 
tion in St. Philip’s Church, New-York, 
and admitted Peter Williams, jun. (a 
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coloured man), to the holy order of 
Deacons. Morning prayer was con- 
ducted by the Rev. Lucius Smith, 
R ‘ctor of St. Peter’s Church, Auburn, 
and an appropriate disc ‘urse delivered 
by the Rev. Thomas Lyell, Rector of 
Christ Church, New-York. Mr. W. 
has charge of the congregation of St. 
Philip’s, which is composed of coloured 
rsons, 

On the 2ist Sunday after Trinity, 
October 22d, the same Right Rev. 
Gentleman held an Ordination in St. 
Ann’s Church, Brooklyn, and ad- 
mitted the Rev. William Barlow, 
Deacon, Minister, of St. John’s 
Church, Canandaigua, to the holy 
order of Priests. Morning prayer was 
conducted, and an appropriate exhor- 
tion delivered, by the Rev. Henry U. 
Onderdonk, Rector of St. Ann’s. 


The Governor of New-York has 
recommended to the citizens of that 
state, the observance of Wednesday, 
December 6th, as a Day of Public 
Prayer and Thanksgiving. 








Accounts have been -received in 
England from the Expediticn to the 
Arvtic Regions of America, dated in 
January last, at which time the party 
were in comfortable quarters at Cum- 
berland House. The cold was very 
severe—the Thermometer at 30° be- 
low 0. Game was abundant, and 
provisions plenty. They were to pro- 
ceed northward as soon as the season 
would permit. 


—-——— 





Drev.—In this city, on Friday, Oct. 6th, 
Fuiza, daughter of Gen. Matthew Clark- 
son. 

Rarely has the death of an individual 
in private life excited more general, and 
more just sensibility. Possessing, in an 
eminent degree, those virtues and amiable 
tr its of character, which add endear- 
ment even to the tenderest ties of con- 
sanguinity, and command esteem and 
impart happiness, in all the connexions 
of life—-this interesting young lady was 
rendered yet more estimable, and has 
bequeathed to her friends recollections, 
on the which the mind yet more loves to 
dwell, by that spirit of genuine piety 
which controlled her heart, regulated her 
lif. and largely increased her claims to 
respect and affection. Hence flows that 
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strong consolation which mingles with the 
sympathies of many hearts in a bereave- 
ment peculiarly trying to paternal affec- 
tion, and deeply felt in the various con- 
nexions of consanguinity and friendship. 
Long will there be cherished a recollection 
of the example, by this dispensation re- 
moved for ever, of uniform attendance on 
the services of the sanctuary, not only on 
either part of the holy weekly festival, 
but, also, on those other days, when the 
Church would gratify the pious desire of 
her members to go up to the temple at 
the hour of prayer; and of that undivided 
attention, and devout participation in 
worship, which evinced how sincere was 
the profession, thus made, of devotion to 
the cause of Christ; a devotion which 
early induced, and uniformly m«intained 
thankful acknowledgment of the Saviour’s 
love, and humble and faithful seeking of 
his grace, in the hallowed service of the 
altar. Long will there be cherished, in 
pastoral recollection, in the affectionate 
remembrance strengthened by participa. 
tion, and, it is not doubted, m a sense of 
perpetual obligation on the part of sub- 
jects of the benefit, the kind and unwearied 
assistance of the deceased, in the interest. 
ing and pious charity of Sunday School in- 
struction. 

These were among the fruits of that 
evangelical piety, which, combining the 
faith with the holiness of the gospel, se- 
curing the influence of Christian purity, 
propriety, and moderation, in a refined 
and elevated grade of society, preserving 
from its injurious maxims and usages, 
enhancing enjo-ment of its innocent plea- 
sures, and keeping steadily in view the bet- 
ter and only sufficient joys of religion and 
of heaven, has bc queathed to her surviv- 
ing friends, the unspeakably happy recol- 
lection of evidences of a saving interest in 
the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
which speaks peace in the agonies of dis- 
solution, and amid the terrors of final 
judgment ; and which is the sufficient and 
sure passport ‘to the eternal reward of 
those who humbly seek their God. 

May this sudden removal, under cir- 
cumstances, and at an age, . peculiarly 
calculated to give its highest recommen- 
dation to all the happiness the world can 
bestow, operate as a serious warning’ And 
may holy consolation and encouragement 
richly flow from the satisfactory testimony 
that has been afforded, of participation 
in that grace and mercy, through which 
the joys of time are exchanged for those 
infinitely more exalted, of eternity! That 
same grace and mercy are offered to us 
all. The same means for being their sub- 
jects are within our reach. May God 
dispose and enable us so faithfully to ap- 
ply them, that we may die the death of the 
righteous, and have our last end like 
his! 











